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A HARDING UN IVE RS ITY STUD EN T PUBLI CAT IO N 
PEOPLE 
A story about Haiti 
during the quake, 
from a Harding 
mission team who 
was there. 
THEBISON.HARDING.EDU 
Obama: 'We do not give up' Student loans 
change hands by SARAH KYLE news editor 
President Barack Obama delivered his first State 
of the Union address 
Wednesday, Jan. 27, paint-
ing an optimistic portrait of 
America's future. 
"Despite our hardships, 
our union is strong," Obama 
said. "We do not give up. We 
do not quit. We do not allow 
fear or division to break our 
spirit. In this new decade, it's 
time the American people get 
a government that matches 
their decency; that embodies 
their strength." 
by JAMES BUCE 
student writer 
H arding University is changing the 
lending process 
for fall 2010, and students 
will be receiving direct 
lending from the U.S. 
Treasury instead of banks 
- or loan lenders. 
from FFELP because of 
economic struggles over 
the last few years. 
The FFELPwas started 
in 1965 by Congress and 
includes loans such as 
Stafford loans, PLUS loans 
and Federal Consolidation 
loans. 
Banks across the coun-
try have taken a large hit 
during the recession and 
are expected to be a large 
target for President Obama 
because of the federal 
bailouts. Obama said that perhaps 
the greatest of these hardships 
is the banks that help triggered 
the economic tailspin. 
"Our most urgent task 
upon taking office was to 
shore up the same banks 
that helped cause this crisis," 
Obama said. "And if there's 
one thing that has unified the 
Democrats and Republicans, 
it's that we all hated the bank 
bailout. I hated it. You hated 
it. It was about as popular as 
photo courtesy of AP 
President Obama delivers his State of the Union speech to Congress, the Supreme 
Court and special guests. He challenged the nation to triumph on a global level. 
''As a result of both the 
economy and the Obama 
administration, there has 
been a major shift in the 
way students will receive 
student loan funding for 
the coming fall, "Fmancial 
Aid Director Jon Roberts 
said. 
"Big banks are deeply 
unpopular, making them a 
fat target for the president," 
Ed Henrywrote in an article 
from CNN.com. 
a root canal." 
In order to combat this 
hardship, Obama has proposed 
a fee on large banks despite 
opposition from Wall Street, 
opposition that Obama said 
was unfounded. 
"If these firms can afford 
to hand out big bonuses again, 
they can afford a modest fee 
to pay back the taxpayers who 
rescued them in their time of 
need," Obama said. 
While he recognized 
that the feat of bringing the 
American economy out of the 
darkness would not be easy, 
Obama said that he did not 
believe it was impossible. 
"I do not accept second 
place for the United States 
of America," Obama said. 
"As hard as it may be, as 
uncomfortable and conten-
tious as the debates may be, 
it's time to get serious 
see OBAMA on page 3a 
Starting next fall, Har-
ding will transition away 
from the Federal Family 
Education Loan Program 
(FFELP) and will begin 
receiving all loans from 
the U.S. Treasury. This is in 
part due to many lenders 
withdrawing their services 
Many banks are now 
subject to added taxes on 
both their loan percentages 
as well as the executive 
bonuses. This has caused 
many of the FFELP lenders 
to scale back their 
see LOANS on page 3a 
One 
chapel 
this fall 
Gimme shelter: HU helps Haiti 
Added seats let 
all students fit 
by CARLY KESTER 
assistant copy editor 
L ast Monday in chapel, Hard-ing President David Burks 
announced that next fall 
the university will offer only one 
chapel, scheduled for 9 a.m. 
According to Burks, the change 
was made primarily because of 
efficiency and togetherness. 
"It's more efficient to have only 
one chapel, and there's more energy 
on the part of students who are 
together," Burks said. "It's always 
been our desire to have one; we've 
just not been able to do it in the 
past because of space." 
Assistant to the President Nate 
Copeland added that the decision 
was made after discussions with 
the Student Association and sev-
eral students saying they would 
- like to go back to one chapel, if 
possible. 
He also added that the at- ' 
mosphere of chapel is usually 
invigorated by having the entire 
student body together. 
"For the most part, students 
seem happier during the spring 
semester when everyone's together," 
Copeland said 
Seating in the Benson will be 
changed as well to make room 
for the incoming freshmen and 
transfer students. More seats will 
be added on the ends of certain 
aisles, such as the balcony and the 
back of the floor. 
"Over the summer we'll add 
about 175 seats, and by adding 
that many we'll be able to seat 
everyone in the fall just like in 
the spring," Burks said. 
Burks also revealed that the plan 
to have only one chapel is expected 
to be a permanent change. 
"We'll just have to see how it 
works," Burks said. "As long as 
people will fit, I'll anticipate it 
to be permanent." 
Copeland said Harding's enroll-
ment is expected to remain level 
for some time and will not conflict 
with the new chapel schedule. 
"We feel like we're at the point 
in our growth at the undergraduate 
level to where we'll be for a while," 
Copeland said. "We don't think 
we'll have to go back to two chapels, 
so we're pretty much set." 
.The SA has been trying to work 
out a way for students to 
see CHAPEL on page 3a 
Professor and photographer 
develop unique plan to aid 
quake-stricken Port-au-Prince 
by SARAH KYLE 
news editor 
I n response to the Jan. 12 earthquake that devastated Haiti, the Harding University student body enacted a relief effort to provide 
immediate shelter to the Haitian people. 
THE SURVEYTRIP 
The project, known as Tents and Tarps, was born out of a survey trip 
conducted by freelance journalist Phil Holsinger and Dr. Mark Elrod, 
a professor of political science at Harding, last week. 
Holsinger, who has lived in Haiti periodically during the last four 
years, was brought into the project to help provide a professional recom-
mendation as to how the Harding community could provide aid. 
"I told them that I wasn't really sure, I'm not an aid expert," Holsinger 
said. "But I do have a lot of contacts." 
Holsinger recommended that the university holds true to a core value 
of avoiding the traditional "blanket aid" contribution and instead find 
a way for the Harding community to directly connect to the Haitian 
people. A group began discussing this and decided that Holsinger 
should go to Haiti to assess the situation. 
- "But it wasn't enough for me to go. I needed another pair of eyes 
••• with real training to see material and human resources and make real 
sound assessments in a real short period of time," Holsinger said. "Not 
a real easy thing to do, to avoid all the trauma and drama and really 
assess the situation and form contacts." 
TOP: Haitins fleeing the quake-wracked city of Port-au-Prince 
run into jammed roads. One estimate on Friday put the number 
of people left homeless and exposed by the quake at 690,000. 
photo courtesy of PHIL HOLSINGER 
BOTTOM: Harding students pack into a tent on the Benson 
stage during chapel on Jan. 26. The Tents and Tarps project let 
students give direct, immediate aid to homeless Haitians. 
photo by NOAH DARNELL I The Bison 
It was with those criteria in mind that Holsinger asked Elrod to join 
him and help the university understand the situation in Haiti. 
"[I was] basically a second set of eyes to look at the things that 
Philip was looking at in terms of both the short-term and long-term 
things that the university could do for Haiti," Elrod said. 
Once in Haiti, Elrod and Holsinger said things began to line up 
in a near-surreal way. 
"We had a specific mission we were approaching," Holsinger said. 
"We had these contact names of different Christians who were 
see HAITI on page 3a 
r 
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iPhone app saves a life under 
the Haitian rubble 
One wonders if the creator of the iPhone application that 
saved Dan Woolley's life ever imagined it would be used in such 
a desperate situation as under the rubble in the aftermath of the 
Haitian earthquake. Woolley, an aid worker in Port-Au-Prince, said 
the features on his iPhone kept him alive until he was rescued 60 
hours later with wounds on his head and leg. 
An application on his iPhone contained pre-downloaded infor-
mation from the American Heart Association on first aid which he 
used to stop his bleeding and avoid going into shock. 
An elevator shaft he found with his camera became his 
refuge, where he used the iPhone app called "Pocket First Aid & 
CPR" from Jive Media to treat his wounds. 
"I was in a big accident, an earthquake," he wrote to his fam-
ily in a journal entry while he waited for rescue. "Don't be upset 
at God. He always provides for his children even in ·hard times. 
I'm still praying that God will get me out, but he may not. But 
even so he will always take care of you." 
Woolley was in Port-au-Prince with his colleagues making a 
film on poverty in Haiti. He is now home with his family in Colo-
rado Springs. 
Arizona blasted with blizzard 
Even a U.S. state known for its cacti and sizzling summers 
can get hammered with a hint of the arctic, as happened this 
week in Flagstaff, Ariz., which recently posted its second-highest 
snowfall of 54.2 inches over seven days. 
As a result, President Obama ..._.....---
declared a state of emergency for 
Arizona on Monday. Air drops are 
bringing food, water and medicine 
to Coconino, Apache and Navajo 
counties. 
"It's a pretty serious situa-
tion out there," said Eric Neitzel 
with the Division of Emergency 
Management. "We are relying on 
ground intelligence [gathered by the Air Attack planes] to get us 
where we need to go." 
The Division of Emergency Management collaborated with 
the U.S. Forest Service to employ an Air Attack plane to assist 
in drops. Normally used in fire-fighting, such planes find people 
in dire need of assistance and notify helicopters to execute air 
drops. 
Neitzel said at least four medical evacuation missions had 
been executed by noon Wednesday. Roads remain closed, and 
snow predicted through the end of the week could delay drops 
and rescues. 
PETA suggests 
animatronic groundhog 
Animal rights activists have asked the organizers of Pennsyl-
vania's Groundhog Day festival to use a robotic groundhog in 
place of Punxsutawney Phil. 
Claiming that it is unfair to subject an animal to captivity, huge 
crowds and bright lights, People for the Ethical Treatment of 
Animals has suggested the use of an animatronic model for the 
Feb. 2 festival held in Punxsutawney, Pa. 
William Deeley, president of the Inner Circle of the Punx-
sutawney Groundhog Club said that the groundhog used for the 
festival is not being mistreated. 
Groundhog day is based on the folklore that if a groundhog 
emerges from his burrow and fails to see its shadow, it will leave 
the burrow and winter will soon end. If he sees his shadow, 
he will reenter the burrow and there will be six more weeks of 
winter. 
Growth in wind power soars 
America's wind power industry ballooned by 39 percent last 
year, causing nearly two percent of the country's electricity gen-
eration to be supported by wind turbines. 
"The U.S. wind industry shattered 
all installation records in 2009, 
and this was directly attributable 
to the lifeline that was provided by 
the stimulus package," said Denise 
Bode, the American Wind Energy 
Association's chief executive. 
Even if two percent of the coun-
try's electricity generation seems 
meager, the growth is substantial considering the industry was 
virtually nothing just a few years ago. If the growth continues at 
its current pace, it could help the U.S. combat global climate 
change by lowering greenhouse gas emissions. Nevertheless, 
America does not compare to European wind output, which gen-
erates about 5 percent of the nations' electricity. 
The Window 
Photo by NOAH DARNELL I The Bison 
Peacecore volunteer Melinda LaFevers sorts through books as part of her job at the White 
County Literacy Council during the Honors College service project on Friday, Jan. 22. 
by KYLIE AKINS 
assistant news editor 
Dear Apple, 
Dear Apple 
As a concerned customer, I am talcing the time to give you a heads-up 
about all the flack you will be receiving in the months ~o come. If the 
taunting of your beloved newborn child fails to slow, perhaps you would 
consider changing its name to ANYTHING ELSE. The iSlab perchance. 
Or the iPane, iPlank, iTile, iQuadralateral or the iWantOne. Any of these 
just might end the heartless name-calling. Pick any of them. Send me a 
check. Kthx. 
Love, 
Caring Consumer 
"It's very 
difficult to 
talk about 
the liberation 
of women 
through a 
law that 
constrains." 
- MOHAMMED 
MOUSSAOUI, head of 
a French coalition of 
Muslim organizations, 
on the parliamentary 
panel's suggestion that 
France create a ban on 
face-covering veils in 
public. 
"My mother 
has 12 kids, 
but a lot of 
them died. 
There are 
six of us 
now, and my 
mom." 
- MAXI EXTRALIEN, 
a 10-year-old Haitian 
boy, about the condi-
tion of his family after 
the earthquake. 
"I'd rather be 
a really good 
one-term 
President 
than a medio-
cre two-term 
president." 
- PRESIDENT OBAMA, 
in a statement saying 
he is willing to risk his 
re-election in 2012 by 
continuing to stress 
his first-year agenda 
items like health care. 
Each issue, this section will feature the Bison editorial 
staff's favorite Tweets from users on campus. To sub-
mit yours, just add #MyBison to your Twitter updates. 
Hope the desire to raise $$$ for Relief in Haiti will also help 
students see the importance of investing in economic 
Development - jimmycshaw 
My faith in the giving hearts of the Harding community has 
increased exponentially. Think- thousands of Haitians will have 
shelter -livinggypsy 
• 
I'm going to be that crazy old lady that escapes from the insane 
asylums, not because I'm crazy but because 1. want to see if I can 
- sarahjanekyle 
., 
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HAITI: Unique aid model will provide immedi('.Jte shelter to Haitians before· rains come 
continued from page 
la 
in Port-au-Prince ... and we 
were trying to figure out how 
. we were going to contact these 
people and put them together 
with some resources I have on 
the ground and some other 
people on the ground." 
But God provided, Hols-
inger said, adding that the 
primary contacts for the trip 
ended up picking the team up 
at the airport. 
Upon arrival, Holsinger 
and Elrod were thrust into 
somediing unexpected: a real 
and unedited picture of Haiti's 
controlled chaos. 
"Just an average Haitian 
day is everybody fighting," 
Holsinger said. "But when 
we landed it was like there 
had been a calm over the city. 
It's not calm, but compared 
to what it usually is." 
Elrod agreed, adding that he 
was impressed by the Haitian 
people's efforts to preserve 
order in Port-au-Prince. 
"That calm was being 
preserved not by the presence 
of the police and the military, 
but by the people themselves," 
Elrod said. "It's not the same 
kind of out-of-control situa-
tion that you see reported in 
Western media." 
Holsinger and Elrod began 
working with Holsinger's old 
friend Bertrand Vieux, a native 
Haitian with novel ties to the 
country's history. 
"Most people don't know 
this, but Haiti is the home 
to the true pirates of the 
Caribbean," Holsinger said. 
"That's why the country ex-
ists today." 
Vieux is a direct descendant 
of Toussaint Louverture, a 
pirate's slave that Holsinger 
described as a "gentleman · 
of sorts and a brilliant man" 
trained by his owner. Louver-
ture eventually led the slaves 
to revolution. 
"Their training was in 
imperialism, and they made 
themselves emperors," Hols-
inger said. "One killed the 
other, and so forth and so 
on. So Haiti has this history 
of terror." 
A history, Holsinger said, 
that still affects the country's 
people today. 
"Ifl had to sum up my 
friend Haiti, I would say 
Haiti is terrorized by physical 
troubles and political troubles," 
Holsinger said. "They know 
they're poor, and they're los-
ing hope after generations of 
terror. The average person in 
Haiti has a hard time believ-
ing that things are ever going 
to change." 
But Elrod and Holsinger 
agree that Vieux is not the 
average Haitian. 
"He's extremely hopeful 
and keeps trying in the face 
of failure and loss," Holsinger 
said. 
Vieux and his son distribute 
water and aid to Port-au-Prince 
using Haiti's cultural system 
of formed communities and 
community leads to help bring 
order to the potential chaos 
of aid distribution, a process 
that Elrod said would prove 
useful later. 
"This is what clinched it 
for me that Bertrand's family 
is who we need to work with," 
Elrod said. 
It was not until the day 
before their departure from 
Haiti that Elrod realized 
that providing shelter for 
the people of Port-au-Prince 
was the painfully obvious 
solution to Harding's desire 
to help. 
"When Mark had this 
idea, it was like it was per-
fectly suited and the need.was 
there," Holsinger said. "And 
now all the news agencies 
are talking about it. It's just 
so obvious. Encampments 
of 100,000 people with just 
sheets over them." 
Looking back at their 
trip, Elrod and Holsinger 
realized that all the neces-
sary connections had already 
been made. 
"We had made all these 
connections that can make 
lOAN: Financial changes 
continued from page 
la 
participation in the pro-
gram. 
Another reason for the 
change came in September 
when the House of Rep-
resentatives voted passing 
legislation that would expand 
student loans, taking away 
federal private lenders. 
This bill requires all schools 
to participate in the program, 
saving the government an 
estimated $80 billion over 
the next ten years, according 
to Tamar Lewin ofThe New 
York Times. 
The legislation is ex-
pected to be passed by the 
Senate, which was another 
reason Ha'rding decided to 
go ahead with the change, 
according to the Financial 
Aid Department. 
For Harding students, this 
change means lower interest 
rates on student loans. 
The only duty that students 
have is to sign a new online 
Direct Loan Master Promis-
sory Note and to complete 
an online loan counseling 
session specifically designed to 
assist students to understand 
more about direct loans, 
according to the Financial 
Aid Department. 
THE FLATS 
1 and 2 Bedroom Apartments 
Call (501) 279-9111 or visit 
www.southwestresources.com 
for more information 
Features: 
On site Courtesy Officers 
On site maintenance 
Fullyfurnished corporate units 
Fitness Center 
On site Managers 
Pool Table 
Tanning Bed 
Big Screen T.V. 
Computer Room 
Bask.etball Court 
Fully Equipped kitchens 
Walk-in closets 
Several floor plan options 
Ceiling Fans 
Smoke detectors 
Washer and Dryer 
Mini-blinds 
Fenced private swimming pool 
Extensive. landscaping 
this happen without even 
thinking of that as a solution," 
Elrod said. "We got to the 
end of the road and made a 
decision that would allow us 
to take advantage of all those 
connections we made. It was 
a really amazing thing to me, 
almost a spiritual thing. 
Holsinger said having 
tents as temporary shelter 
could prove to be a matter of 
life or death for the people 
of Port-au-Prince. 
"This is the next crisis, that 
people are exposed to the ele-
ments," Holsinger said. 
However, time is quickly 
running out to provide shel-
ter before the rains come. 
Displaying a weekly weather 
forecast for Port-au-Prince 
on his phone, Elrod said the 
Haitian people have been given 
a weeklong window to get the 
necessary protection. 
photo courtesy of PHIL HOLSINGER 
A young Haitian girl receives medical aid after the Jan. 12 earthquake. 
"The Lord has given us a 
week of clear weather ... [but] 
when it [the rain] comes, all 
this is going to wash down and 
the streets are going to turn 
into rivers," Elrod said. 
He added that another crisis 
would come with the rains: 
water-borne diseases. 
"You've seen these pictures 
of buildings that Philip 
photographed," Elrod said. 
"Every one of these buildings 
was full of dead bodies. You 
could tell from the flies, the 
smell, from everything that 
there were dead bodies in 
these buildings. When the 
rains come, it's going to be . 
a city full of disease." 
With an idea in place, the 
team agreed that in order to 
give the most effective and 
timely aid to Port-au-Prince, 
nontraditional methods must 
be employed. Holsinger related 
the idea to his childhood 
anecdote of wasting food and 
his mother chastising him 
because "starving people in 
Africa" would be grateful for 
the food. Holsinger said he 
would usually reply with "well, 
why don't you put it in a box 
and ship it to them." 
"In essence, that's our 
theory," Holsinger said. 
"We're going to box up a 
piece of 'bread,' and mail it 
to a specific address." 
To make their theory a 
reality, Holsinger and Elrod 
searched Port-au-Prince for 
people and places to serve, 
cutting out the middlemen 
of larger aid agencies and 
bulk shipping. 
· "Most aid dispensing is 
'Get it, warehouse it, ship 
it in bulk to a central depot, 
move it through measurable 
bureaucracy, save money,"' 
Holsinger said. "That always 
leads to corruption." 
By using personal connec-
tions, the team would be able 
to dispense aid directly from 
the plane to the people. 
"It's more expensive, but 
we're asking people to step up 
and help because this is life 
and death stuff," Holsinger 
said. "There's no price tag 
on that." 
Holsinger said the team is 
enlisting the help of people 
with airplanes and trucks 
to ship the tents and tarps, 
allowing all money raised 
for tents to be used for the 
purchasing of tents. 
Once the tents are in 
Haiti, Vieux's family will 
distribute them as water and 
aid are distributed, and the 
family will help by providing 
additional connections to 
expedite the process. 
Holsinger and Elrod 
returned to Harding with a 
plan and a purpose. 
"Hopefully this will lift 
up the name of]esus to the 
people in Haiti, and more 
importantly ... these people 
need to be taken care of," 
Elrod said. "We need to fulfill 
our mission and provide for 
the lives of these Haitian 
people." 
TENTS AND TARPS 
After being informed of 
the need for shelter, Harding 
Student Association President 
Bryan Clifton and others 
began the Tents and Tarps 
project. 
"Our objective at Harding 
is to have a tent and tarp sent 
to Haiti for each member of 
the Harding undergraduate 
student body," Clifton said. 
That goal is the equivalent 
of 4,500 tents. 
The SA began collecting 
money and tents earlier this 
week, with today being the 
last day to donate money in 
order to get the tents sent to 
Port-au-Prince by Monday, 
Feb. l.As ofTuesday, $10,000 
had been raised for the cause 
through monetary donations 
and gift card collections 
"One tent will provide 
shelter for one Haitian 
family," Clifton said. "Many 
times, that ihcludes up to 20 
people." 
Junior Calea Bakke said 
she believes that the situation 
in Haiti is an opportunity 
for her generation to show 
its true spirit. 
"For so long, the trend 
[has been] 'We are socially 
conscious, we are wanting 
change, we want to help 
people,"' Bakke said. "But 
unless we respond with our 
actions, it's hypocritical." 
Bakke added that she 
hopes the relief effort will 
help show people the true 
nature of God. 
"He helps the poor, he 
aids in disaster, he cares," 
Bakke said. 
For more information, 
or to donate, visit www. 
tentsandtarps.org, or contact 
Bryan Clifton. 
OBAMA: State of the Union brings optimistic outlook 
continued from page la 
about fixing the problems that are 
hampering our growth." 
Obama said that America must 
start by ensuring consumers and 
middle-class families all resources 
available and necessary to make 
financial dec;isions, rather than solely 
relying on financial institutions for 
percent of their income on student 
loans, and all of their debt will be 
forgiven after 20 years - and forgiven 
in 10 years if they choose a career in 
public service," Obama said. "Because 
in the United States of America, no 
one should go broke because they 
chose to go to college." 
with insurance - who are just one 
illness away from financial issue." 
Obama admitted that one of the 
main reasons for controversy was a lack 
of clarity from his administration. 
"I take my share of the blame for 
not explaining it more clearly to the 
American people," Obama said. "And 
I know that with all the lobbying 
and horse-trading, this process left 
most Americans wondering what's 
in it for them." 
advice. ,. 
Other solutions Obama suggested 
were to encourage American innovation 
and export more goods. However, the 
most applauded suggestion to spur 
American growth was the charge to 
invest in education. 
"In the 21st century, one of the 
best anti-poverty programs is a world-
class education," Obama said. "In this 
country, the success of our childr<!n 
cannot depend more on where they 
live than their potential." 
To help promote education, Obama 
suggested ending taxpayer subsidies 
for student loans and using that money 
to give families a $10,000 tax credit 
for up to four years of college, as well 
as increasing the Pell Grants. 
"And let's tell another one million 
students that when they graduate, 
they will be required to pay only 10 
Another key point of the speech 
was the much-debated health insur-
ance proposal that Obama suggested 
this year, which caused controversy 
throughout the political sphere and 
the world of multimedia. 
"Now let's be clear," Obama be-
gan. "I did not choose to tackle this 
issue to get some legislative victory 
under my belt. And by now it should 
be fairly obvious that I didn't take 
on health care because it was good 
politics." , 
Instead, Obama said he tackled 
it because of numerous testimonies 
by Americans struggling to find af-
fordable coverage. 
"I took on health care because of 
the stories I've heard from Americans 
with pre-existing conditions whose lives 
depend on getting coverage," Obama 
said. "Patients who've been denied 
coverage; and families - even those 
While much of the opposition 
surrounded potential financial rami-
fications, Obama assured those in 
attendance that health care reform 
would only aid the economic situ-
ation. 
"Our approach would preserve the 
right of Americans who have insurance 
to keep their doctor and their plan. 
It would reduce costs and premiums 
for millions of families and busi-
nesses," Obama said. ''And according 
to the Congressional Budget Office 
... our approach would bring down 
the deficit by as much as Sl trillion 
over the next two decades." 
For a full transcript and other 
issues addressed by Obama, visit 
CNN.com 
See: the bison.harding.edu CHAPEL: Scheduling eased 
Now using 
environmentally friendly 
water-borne paint! 
I 
"We're 
Serious 
About 
Customer 
Service." 
2312 DODGE ·· SEARCY 
501.268.1929 
continued from page la 
switch chapel seats sometime 
during the semester, but it looks 
like the suggestion will be put 
on hold for a while. 
"For the first couple of 
weeks, it's hard for students to 
remember where they're sitting, 
especially for the freshmen and 
transfer students," Copeland 
said. "So if we try to move 
every month or so, it could 
get a little confusing." 
Burks said the new chap~l 
schedule would make schedul-
ing classes for next fall simpler 
Dine In or Take Out! 
for students. 
'1t makes for a more efficient 
use of the day so I think it'll 
be beneficial to everyone to 
have chapel at only one hour 
every day," Burks said. 
With such a big change 
coming up soon, the admin-
istration will be busy during 
the next few months. 
"We're still working out 
all the kinks and trying to get 
everything right so it'll work 
out in the fall," Copeland said. 
"There'll be a lot happening 
during the summer." 
Eat Fifipino every 
day of the week! 
Mon - Thurs 
10 am - 8 pm 
Now Delivering to Campus! 
Fri - Sat 
10 am - 9 pm 
703 E Race Street 
501-268-1288 
Try our famous Curry, Lumpia or Pancit! 
Sun 
11 am - 7 pm 
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THE QUOTE 
"I drank Coca-Cola everyday and 
ate some little tiny things." 
- WISMOND EXANTUS, 
a 25-year-old Haitian, on how he 
survived being buried underneath 
rubble for 11 days 
Resquiat in Fuji 
preacher friend of mine 
once went on a two-week 
rip to England. For the 
MICHAEL CLAXTON 
next month after he returned, 
every sermon began with a British 
anecdote. 
Guest 
Space 
hand it over and ask them to 
snap a photo of me. It's also been 
another tiny way to take a stand 
against our throwaway, "just-
delete-it" culture. 
I used up 22 rolls in Britain, 
and by the end of the trip I was 
on a first-name basis with the 
staff at Snappy Snaps (Don't you 
love it?), where I developed the 
photos each week. Thus others 
shared in my grief when I took 
the old warhorse in after its fall, 
as they solemnly pronounced "do 
not resuscitate" o.ver its cracked 
little body. 
It is a cursed habit of all 
travelers to endlessly relive 
their experiences with anyone 
who will listen. I say that as a 
warning because I spent ten 
weeks last semester in London, 
so I am pretty much going to be 
insufferable over the next few 
months. You may want to avoid 
me in the hallways unless you 
really want to hear a lot of blarney 
about the trip. 
But for a columnist, travel 
at least provides good material. 
I had hoped to send in articles 
last semester as a sort of foreign 
correspondent for "The Bison," 
but I developed a severe case of 
Londonitis the second week and 
abandoned writing in favor of 
standing in queues and eating 
mushy peas. 
I owe a special thank-you to 
the five people who noticed my 
absence from the Opinion page 
(and to the three of them who 
regretted it). At any rate, it's good 
to be back with the first of several 
columns inspired by the UK. 
Unfortunately, it all opens 
on a somber note. "Bison" 
readers may recall that last 
spring I bid farewell to my 14-
year-old computer, which was 
unceremoniously dumped into 
a grocery cart at. the recycling 
center by a worker who didn't 
even bother to remove his cap. 
But life goes on, and my vintage 
machine was replaced by a sleek 
new laptop, bringing me one 
step closer to being only ten 
years behin~ the curve. Sadly, 
though, at the end of my London 
semester, life dealt me another 
"I've held onto my old 
camera, partly through 
loyalty to a faithful friend 
and partly to enjoy 
the puzzled looks on 
people's faces when I 
hand it over and ask 
them to snap a photo of 
me." 
techno-blow. 
As I stood outside Temple 
Church, poised to take a 
photograph of the famous 
medieval building, gravity took 
over, and my camera hit the 
cobblestone road below with 
a vengeance. But this was no 
ordinary camera; it was a Fuji 
SureShot that has faithfully 
captured moments in my life 
for nearly two decades. It was 
compact, easy to operate, and it 
used film. Yes, FILM. Some of 
you.may have read about film on 
the Internet; it comes in rolls in 
little plastic cylinders with a snap-
on cap and has to be manually 
inserted into the camera. Some 
rolls have only 25 shots, and there 
is no instant image to let you see if 
anyone's eyes are closed. 
I'm cold that with today's 
technology there is no difference 
in the quality of photographs 
taken digitally or with film. For 
years now, digital camera users 
have been endlessly lecturing me 
on why I should switch. But I've 
held on to my old camera, partly 
through loyalty to a faithful friend 
and partly to enjoy the puzzled 
looks on people's faces when I 
So I guess I will now have to. 
buy a digital camera like everyone 
else, which, according to Malcolm 
Gladwell, makes me a Laggard. 
In his book "1he Tipping Point," 
Gladwell defines "Laggards" 
as the last group of people to 
adopt a new technology (with 
"Innovators" being the first) . The 
term "Laggard" has an air of moral 
judgment about it-it's awfully 
close to the word "sluggard" -but 
I wear it as a badge of honor. 
And I did not go gently into 
that good night. On the final 
evening of my trip, I took a late 
walk along Westminster Bridge. 
Finding a quiet spot away from 
all the giddy tourists snapping 
pictures of Big Ben at night, I 
silently tossed my old camera 
into the Tha!11es River. Just like 
that lady on "Titanic." 
I realize that there is a thin 
line between melodrama and eco-
terrorism, but I wanted to leave 
a little of myself behind in the 
country that I called home for two 
months. And I wanted to go out 
with a flash. 
DR. MICHAEL CLAXTON is 
a guest contributor for The 
Bison. He may be contacted at 
mclaxtol@harding.edu. 
The Haitiall Call 
0 ne of my favorite songs is "Give Me Your Eyes" 
by Brandon Heath. The 
song is a prayer to God asking 
him to give us his eyes to see the 
devastation around us, his arms 
to be able to reach out to help 
them and his heart to love those 
in pain unconditiomtlly. 
This world has witnessed 
a tragic story unfold in Haiti. 
People now live in devastation 
as they move through the rubble 
trying co pick up their lives after 
the earthquake, Tuesday, January 
12th 2010. This country, that is 
already the poorest on this side of 
our planet, was literally destroyed 
before our eyes, sending it 
further into poverty. 
It has been more than two 
weeks since Haiti crumbled into 
a deeper ruin. Southern Haiti 
was hit directly by the quake, and 
Northern Haiti was hit by the 
effects that followed the capitol 
city's destruction, including loss 
of power and clean water. 
People who have seen Haiti 
prior to the quake already know 
the state it was in. But since the 
first earthquake and aftershocks 
that followed, people are finally 
taking serious note of the chaos 
in the Haitian country. People all 
over the world are jumping to the 
cause and helping these people. 
Like some of us, I personally 
know American people who are 
in Haiti who are there to help 
the Haitian people who were 
affected by this disaster. It is hard 
knowing that some of the people 
who have become part of your 
family are living in what can only 
JOSHUA LITTLE 
Guest 
Space 
be described as "Hell on Earth." 
But it is a comfort to know that 
God, the one who creat~d this 
amazing worlc:I we live in, is in 
complete control and that he 
"Too often we get 
comfortable in our seats 
in chapel singing songs 
and thinking someone 
else wi 11 do the work. I 
myself am guilty of this. ' 
But this isn't our calling. 
We're supposed to love 
. hb " our ne1g or ... 
has a plan. He has always had a 
plan, ever since the beginning 
"When He put Adam and Eve on 
this planet. He's always had an 
upper story that makes very little 
sense to any one of us, but he has 
marked out these points where he 
calls us to "wake up" and come 
back to him. 
While the people of Haiti 
are being called to "wake up" 
in some ways, we too are being 
called to do the same. Too often 
we get comfortable in our seats 
in chapel singing songs and 
thinking that someone else 
will do the work. I myself am 
guilty of this. But this isn't our 
calling. We're supposed to love 
our neighbor, and our neighbor 
isn't just the person that lives 
down the hall from us or next 
door. Everyone on this planet is 
our neighbor. And sometimes 
we have to go to great lengths to 
reach our neighbors. 
In Acts 1 : 8 we are called to go 
to the ends of the earth to spread 
the light of Jesus. No more can 
we hide this light under a bushel. 
We have so many 
opportunities to get involved. 
Just recently the Tents & Tarps 
program was unveiled, getting 
shelter co families in Haiti. Most 
churches have missionaries going 
to help. And there are countless 
other ways to get involved. 
Just think what we could all 
do if we pulled together to put 
this ruined country back on its 
feet. If we worked hard enough, 
we could make the country of 
Haiti even gteater than what it 
was before. 
Sometimes money isn't an 
option, and we can't contribute 
to the cause. In these cases, we 
feel hopeless and like we can't do 
anything to help. But the truth 
is, offering these people up in 
prayer to God is probably one of 
the most powerful and effective 
ways we can help these people. 
My big question to you is will 
you take the call? God is giving 
us his eyes, arms and heart. Will 
you take them and use them to 
help these people? 
JOSHUA LITTLE is a guest 
contributor for The Bison. He 
may be contacted at j I ittle2 @ 
harding.edu 
The Bison 
BLAKE MATHEWS 
I Can Has 
Column 
I saw a peculiar sight in the Student Center the other day. 
There are banners and posters 
and couples getting frisky and all 
sorts of stuff that just begs for your 
anention as you maneuver your 
way through tha.t human bottleneck 
between the post office and the 
water fountains. You know the spot. 
And you usually walk right by it. 
However, I couldn't resist this 
one. I stopped, pulled out my 
phone and snapped a photo of a 
red sheet of paper scotch-taped to a 
wall. It read thusly: 
"I CAN HAS 
INVOLVEMENT? KTHX." 
It was an advertisement for the 
Involvement Fair, though obviously 
not a very good one as I don't 
remember what the Involvement 
Fair was. It did, however, teach me a 
valuable lesson about Harding. We 
have great advertising and marketing 
practitioners at this school, people 
who know their audience and how 
to meet it on its level. 
So you should understand my 
concern over the Lolcats reference 
someone thought would be a good 
way to snare my anention. 
For those of you who haven't 
picked up on the Lolcats 
phenomenon, it follows an 
insultingly simple formula. You 
have a digital photo of someone's 
house cat engaged in some kind 
of activity or pose. Then, on your 
computer, you open up the photo 
and superimpose a short line of text 
on it, usually something implicitly 
anthropomorphic. But here's the 
secret to the "lol" in "Lolcats": write 
like an idiot with an unfortunate 
speech impediment who still tries to 
spell everything phonetically. Then 
post your results on the Internet. 
You'll be hilarious in no time. 
Ask anybody who follows Lolcats 
or tries to speak their Internet 
language ("0 hai!") what it's all 
about, and they won't say it's a 
"phenomenon." They try not to use 
words they can't spell. More than 
likely, they will call it a "meme." 
Dictionary.com defines a 
meme as, "a cultural item that 
is transmined by repetition in a 
manner analogous to the biological 
transmission of genes." This is 
a faulty definition, as I'm sure 
the Internet dungeon masters 
responsible for propagating Lolcats 
aren't too keen on the whole 
biological transmission bit. So either 
the dictionary is wrong, or Mr. "I 
can has cheezburger" is a little off. 
Pardon me if I bet on Webster. 
The creator of the Web site 
thedailymeme.com says on his 
definition page that most of the 
Internet materials he links to are 
not technically memes. He doesn't 
quite know what they're called, "but 
most people call them that and I 
liked the word 'meme' so I used 
meme." That's b~illiant. By his logic, 
anything that gets enough hits on 
Youtube qualifies as a meme. 
Popularly understood, memes 
are Web-based inside jokes and fade 
away when their parent geperation 
reaches a certain age (16 or so). This 
means they're highly fashionable 
while still ripe. Basically; if you can 
successfully attach an Internet meme 
to something, it's money. 
But why; of ill the memes 
floating around in nerd chic land, 
did the Involvement fair choose 
Lolcats to represent itself with? I 
bet they didn't even consider their 
mimetic alternatives. 
"So, I'm going to the 
Involvement Fair. 
"ORLY?" 
"YA RIX!" 
"Involvement fair is 
invooooooooolv~d." 
"Dear reader, 
You just lost The Game. 
You should go to the 
involvement fai.r." 
BLAKE MATHEWS serves 
as the editor-in-chief for the 
2009-2010 Bison. He may 
be contacted at bmathews@ 
harding.edu. 
The Bison OPINION Friday, January 29, 2010 5 a 
SARA SHABAN 
Sha 
Banter 
PDA -rriggers 
Revolution 
T ime switches from 9:34 to 9:35 a.m. and 
suddenly the glass doors 
of the student center hardly 
know what it means to be closed 
off. 
In fact, they're wide open 
and made vulnerable to the 
impatient groping of one student 
after the other, quickly used and 
forgotten. A dull roar penetrates 
the building while cliques are 
formed and crowds are created. 
Java City's queue grows so 
quickly that one might assume 
they were handing out free 
HlNl vaccinations or simply 
giving away free chicken biscuits. 
But nothing compares to the 
rush that encompasses that 
. tiny range of space that are the 
mailboxes. 
Fingers both clean and 
dirty make fleeting attempts 
to crack their own personal 
codes, opening a small door 
to a communication known 
only by few beyond Nedlix 
investors and Harding payroll. 
Chaos encompasses this small 
switch from 9:34 to 9:35 and 
anyone daring to stifle another's 
effort to shoot up caffeine, 
add 365 calories to their diet 
or disrupt their meeting with 
disappointment at a cer~ain HU 
box would have a fatal stare to 
face . 
However, in the name of love, 
some are willing to face such a 
daring challenge. 
Mimicking 70s college tree . 
buggers, couples lock themselves 
hand in hand, breaking the 
linear walkways of their urgent 
peers. They stand in the middle 
of the vain hustle and bustle 
just to appredate each other's 
presence, ignoring the stampede 
of students with no ambition 
beyond a yellow slip indicating 
that they have a package. 
There has yet to be a sufficient 
match for these romantic rebels 
irritating student center rush 
hour. Lovers slowly shuffie along 
while occasionally catching each 
other's gaze as they lead each 
other by the hand. Sweethearts 
bypass all the rolling eyes and 
heavy sighs of frustration and 
misunderstanding, knowing 
they have discovered something 
within each other's gentle touch 
on the shoulder that goes far 
beyond anything they could 
purchase with DCB. Yes, these 
punch-drunken admirers have 
truly risen above their inferior 
peers who continue to ignorantly 
feed their carnal needs of food, 
mail and Vitamin Water. 
And as the HUM begins 
foreshadowing Valentines' Day 
with counterfeit roses and 
stuffed bears made in China, 
darlings have taken it upon 
themselves to infiltrate their fleet 
into other areas on campus. 
They'.ve promoted their cause 
by using a subtle technique of 
sliding into the same chair at 
the Brackett library, whispering 
sweet nothings in each other's 
ears and clicking through 
pictures of their adulation on 
Facebook, while lonely onlookers 
stand and wait for a free 
computer. 
The air has been undermined 
with a gas of intoxicating 
admiration by a battalion of 
love. A revolution has taken to 
its feet and is not only stopping 
post-chapel traffic, bur creating 
something bigger than waffie 
fries and yellow package slips. 
By CHRIS BINGHAM 
The Not So Fast, Not So Furious 
article. 
en browsing the 
MSN homepage, 
came across an 
Australia's "Daily Telegraph" 
claims the mop-topped offspring 
of Tom Cruise and Katie 
Holmes is putting the pedal to 
the metal in a nearly $30,000 
"custom-m;ide miniacure replica 
of an Indy race car," which was 
supposedly presented to her by 
her "Days of1hunder"-reliving 
dad. 
"Suri has been mesmerized by 
auto racing on TV, so he thought 
it would be fun for her to have 
her own little car to ride in," 
alleges a source. "If Suri truly 
takes to the sport, Tom plans on 
having a little race track installed 
at his L.A. property." 
Though there is speculation 
on the accuracy of this report, it 
still got me thinking about the 
'ol Reely van of yesteryear. 
Ir was lovingly called many 
things: the Shaggin' Wagon (Dad 
dubbed iuhis, but it has recently 
starred to mean other things so I 
tried to stray him away from this 
term of endearment), a Death 
Hazard on Wheels, Woody (it 
had disgraceful, chipping wood-
side panel on each side) . 
Rumors being true, little 
Suri__:a toddler-is driving 
a better set of wheels than I 
drove for the first few years of 
my life on the road. Parents are 
constantly buying books on how 
to raise their kids and instill · 
good character in them. 
I still hayen't found the 
ASf-ffON REELY 
Guest 
Space 
"Parents are constantly 
buying books on how to 
raise their kids and instill 
good character in them. 
I still haven't found the 
book my parents used, 
but I'm convinced there 
was a chapter that read: 
'Give Your Child a Piece-
of-Junk Car to Build 
Character.' They quickly 
complied, and handed 
me the keys to the Death 
Hazard on Wheels." 
book that my parents used, 
but I am convinced there was 
a chapter that read: "Give Your 
Child a Piece-of-Junk Car to 
Build Character." They quickly 
complied, and handed me the 
keys to the Death Hazard on 
Wheels. Dear "Woody" taught 
me many things: 
1. Sometimes you just have to 
close your eyes and listen to your 
heart-- otherwise you don't know 
what gear you are in. I would 
close my eyes, pull the lever 
down and listen intently for 4 
distinct clicks. My daily mantra 
was "Park, reverse, neutral , 
drive" as I prayed that I made 
the right decision before putting 
on the gas. If you looked at the 
indicator, it always told you the 
wrong gear; thus, intuition and 
trust were instilled in me at age 
16. 
2. The grass is always greener 
on the other side-- or maybe this 
is because I had no other choice 
but to enter the van from the 
passenger side door. Backpack 
and all, I was forced to enter 
the passenger side door, do 
gymnastics moves my body was 
not made for and crawl over to 
take my place as the proud driver 
of this spectacle. If people asked 
for a ride home, they always 
looked at me strangely when I 
cut in front of them to enter the 
vehicle. 
3. Whenever one door closes, 
another one opens-it just 
happened to be when I curned 
left at a speed that exceeded 5 
m.p.h. Without fail, the driver's 
side door would fly open, and I 
was forced to lean out the door 
to grab it and keep my car going 
straight simultaneously. I soon 
gave up my milk or OJ on the 
way to school because balancing 
three circus acts before 8 a.m. ·is 
not ideal. 
4 . Stay Positive; you will 
always bounce back from 
adversity-or maybe that was 
just my door after my dad 
decided to attach a bungee 
chord to help with the problem 
outlined in number 3. Most kids 
listened to 101.9 Kiss FM on 
the way to school. I listened to 
music with an already built-in 
bass: (left-cum) WAH-BAM; 
(left-turn) WAH-BAM; (left-
turn) WAH-BAM! 
5. Join as many 
extracurricular activities as 
possible-- basketball team, 
volleyball team, marching band, 
concert band, national Honor 
Society, Key Club, Rams Against 
Illegal Drugs, Underwater basket 
weaving. People think these 
displayed my driven demeanor 
and passion for making the 
world a better place. Really, I 
just wanted to be the last person 
driving out of the arking lot 
each day. 
I was completely mortified 
of my van as a teenager, and 
often envied the Mustangs and 
Firebirds that parked beside me. 
Looking back, though, I feel 
like it made me a better person. 
I didn't earn the right to drive 
a fancy car-especially since 
my parents weren't even able to 
drive one after years of working 
diligently at their jobs. 
Despite my hatred of it, I 
didn't put a dent in that old 
thing. 
If given the car of my dreams, 
I may have seen my share of 
fender benders and accidents 
from zipping here and there like a 
movie star. 
Instead, I drove every minute 
like my life depended on every 
acute sense I had. Probably 
because it did! 
ASHTON REELY is a guest 
contributor for The Bison. She 
may be contacted at areely@ 
harding.edu. 
Observations of a CAF W orker 
I n rhe effort to escape the pretentious position of 
a cynical observe.r, it is 
important to note I AM a 
Harding student. 
From the second I bought 
my first pair of Sperry's to the 
moment I realized I hadn't had 
a Pepsi product in half a year, 
I've been presented with the 
Harding student image. Which 
is very formulaic. Yes, we have 
a lot of diversity on campus, 
but no one wants to hear about 
differences; people care most 
about stereotypes. 
We care because we want 
to avoid them. I hope none of 
you will start to pack up your 
Northface jackets for charity 
or stop caring about Invisible 
Children because you realize it's 
not cool anymore. Stereotypes 
are negative terms for similarities. 
Similarities help people get 
along, make connections, and 
have happy relationships. 
For those of you that have 
been outsiders, you know how 
EVAN CHURCH 
Guest 
Space 
"When I enter the caf, 
it is easy to criticize the 
stereotypes. I cou ld go 
after the cape herds or 
th~ jocks who ALWAYS 
sit at that one table in 
front of the TV until 
9:30. 
However, I would 
much rather instead 
inspire an attitude 
of thankfu lness and 
courtesy." 
makes you confused. But even 
if today is corn dog day, you are 
20. Most people your age have 
I know a couple full-tuition 
kids who work in the caf, and 
that guy who washes dishes? 
He survived Katrina, but his 
privately-owned business didn't . 
So give us a break; some , 
people don't work at the caf cause 
they smoked pot in high school. 
They have families to feed. They 
didn't have wealthy parents or an 
opportunity. They are all decent 
people. 
I have not met one person 
who has .created me unfairly. Not 
even James, the guy with the 
ponytail. He insists on doing the 
most discrete things to make the 
caf look nice and the food taste . 
fresh. 
As a lowly plebe in the caf 
kingdom, I have seen the way 
people criticize the food itself 
Frankly, I avoid eating in the caf, 
so I can sympathize. I often say 
the food comes from a giant vat 
labeled '·food," is then dribbled 
into molds, and baked into 
whatever variety is available that 
day. 
They didn't have very long 
lines, needless to say. They had 
the same food every day, with 
little variety. It was served cold 
to those who were last. It was 
mostly potatoes and a tasteless 
grain called buckwheat. 
As I sat and shared a meal 
with a few of the children, I 
realized that this was the best 
meal of my life. 
They shared all the food with 
each other, the biggest helping 
the youngest. They had such a 
bond of love and appreciation 
I have never since seen. They 
ate every bite with a quiet 
thankfulness. 
When I enter the caf, it is 
easy to criticize the stereotypes. 
I could go after the cape herds 
or the jocks who ALWAYS sit at 
that one table in front of the TV 
until 9 :30. 
However, I would much 
rather instead inspire an attitude 
of thankfulness and courtesy, not 
just towards the employees, bur 
to each other. 
It's only a matter of time until 
students will no longer be driven 
by their fatigue, hunger and 
desperation for a piece of paper 
with their name and address. _ jealous similarities can make 
a real job and a debit card their 
daddy doesn't funnel money into 
weekly. I OWE my dad money. 
Try that on for size. 
However, I think it is fairly 
safe to say I would not be paving 
any new roads as a student 
making fun of their cafeteria. 
The caf often becomes 
Until then, just remember, 
those couples are serving as 
an inconvenience in the name 
of faith in the post-chapel 
experience, hope in our ability to 
overcome our fleshly desires and, 
most of all, love. 
SARA SHABAN serves as the 
opinions editor for The Bison. 
She may be contacted at 
sshaban@harding.edu 
you. However, there are many 
"similarities," (if we're now using 
my P.C. term) which disgust me, 
and that old fat lady I work with. 
First, stop dropping napkins 
on the floor. Whether it be a 
failed trip of plates or a napkin 
ball fight, we don't appreciate it. 
You are not going to convince 
us you are still in high school. 
I know, I know, we serve ice 
cream and popcorn for lunch, it 
Number one pet peeve 
of the people I work with is 
pretentiousness. I know it's so 
easy to make fun of caf workers, 
cause they're not all beautiful 
ao.d classed. There are teeth 
missing, weight problems, even 
an occasional revolutionary 
hairstyle. 
We aren't idiots though. 
It is a very American 
invention to be picky about 
foods. We have more selection 
in our life than we can handle. 
Breakfast at dinner? Who really 
needs a custom omelet or four 
kinds of pizza? 
I once had the opportunity 
to visit a Ukrainian orphanage. 
a madhouse of lines and 
confusion. Instead of becoming 
frustrated, look around and 
realize that you have been 
brought into an opportunity. 
You have the opportunity to 
appreciate each other. 
EVAN CHURCH is a guest 
contributor for The Bison. 
He may be contacted at 
echurch@harding.edu 
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2010 may only be a month old, but we can already tell it's going to be a big 
year for entertainment media. Here's a quick rundown of the big news so far. 
Apple's big surprise Simon forsakes ''Idol'' for 
competing "X Factor" 
by LAUREN BUCHER 
student writer 
The rumors are true: the 
sardonic face of American 
Idol, Simon Cowell, is leav-
ing the show to host his own, 
"The X Factor," on the Fox 
network. 
Simon Cowell plans to leave "American Idol" after this season. 
Will the show survive without him? 
30 --
---------------
25 ---------------
20 --- l----------
iPad unveiled 
Cowell announced that 
this will be his last season 
judging for "American Idol" 
on Jan. 11, the day before the 
ninth season began during The 
Television Critics Association 
Press Tour. 
Absolutely, American Idol 
will never die!! 
by NOAH DARNELL 
photographer 
Along sought after holy grail 
of successful communication 
in the modern age-media 
convergence-has been a 
buzzword in the telecom 
industry for years, and now it 
may have finally materialized 
with the revelation of Apple's 
newest creation. The device 
debuted Jan. 27 to a crowd 
ofbloggers and gadget geeks 
behind a solid wall oflaptops 
with silver and white glowing 
Apple logos. The Apple iPad 
and its creator, Steve Jobs are 
making a valiant attempt at 
stirring the gadget pot once 
again with the promise of a 
device that will revolutionize 
the way the average person 
consumes photos, music and 
information. 
The original iPhone hit the 
shelves in the summer of2007 
and almost instantaneously 
made substantial waves in the 
telecommunications market 
by merging communications 
with computing and content 
(the "Three C's" of media 
convergence). The iPhone and 
its seemingly unlimited con-
nectivity had begun to define a 
new generation oflndividuals 
who are, quite literally, never 
much farther than~ p:ach 
from a computer. And now 
the iPad, only a matter of 
hours old at the time of this 
writing, is staking its claim as 
the device that will make even 
the slimmest laptop computer 
seem as bulky as the desktop 
computer of old. 
The convergence of a variety 
of media comes into playwith the 
iPad in a way never before seen 
in a device. Apple's innovative 
device blends media together 
· seamlessly in a powerful pack-
age. Whereas devices like the 
Amazon Kindle were limited 
in their hyperlink and video 
capabilities, the iPad meets no 
barriers and runs. As Apple's 
CEO Steve Jobs said in his 
keynote address, "as the best 
browsing experience )'Qu've ever 
had; it's phenomenal to see a 
whole Web page right in front 
of}Qu that}QU can manipulate 
with your fingers." However, 
to be a device truly capable of 
converging all media, it must 
also provide a place for you 
to store your music and your 
photos, a means by which to 
participate and share them, get 
feedback and get new media, all 
from the same location. 
TheiPadis promising a future 
of seamless media convergence, 
where a magazine like ESPN 
can provide up-to-the-minute 
updates while a baseball game 
is still being played. Imagine 
being able to sit with the iPad 
watching a sporting event in 
front of the television - or at 
the actual game itself- being 
able to see on-demand instant 
replays, photos from the game 
taken only minutes before, 
player information and last-
pitch or last-play diagrams. 
Whether the user utilizes the 
iPad as a supplement to their 
daily routine or a device that 
changes the way they view the 
world, the iPad undoubtedly 
promises to be the conduit 
for information at a level of 
interactivity, and convergence, 
never seen before. 
The future of convergent 
media has been seeking a· 
perfect conduit for its smat-
tering of disconn~cte~ rpedia 
for years; at last, Apple is 
seeking to wedge itself into the 
crossroads and have the iPad 
standing there as the solution 
for an unlimited amount of 
information to be streamed 
directly into the hands of 
the consumer. Maybe next 
time a revolutionary device 
is introduced to the market 
there will be no wall of up-
right laptop screens in the 
audience, but rather a sea of 
softly glowing faces from the 
iPad tablet computer in the 
audience members' laps. 
The iPad will ship in late 
March for $499 and feature 
WiFi connectivity, unlocked 
GSM 3G service and seamless 
integration with all 140,000 
apps made famous by Apple's 
iPhone. 
"The X Factor," a talent Maybeforanotherseasonortwo ... 
competition for aspiring 
singers with judges and viewer 
voting, will be on the air fall Results gathered from thebison.harding.edu. Thanks to all who participated in our surveys! 
2011. Cowell, who owns "The 
X Factor," will serve as both a 
judge and an executive producer 
on the new show. 
Cowell, generally thought 
to be the most influential and 
witty judge, is the second big 
name American Idol has lost 
recently. Paula Abdul, a popular 
judge since the beginning of the 
show in 2002, did not return 
after the eighth season Because 
of the chemistry that Abdul 
and Cowell had on the show, 
many people think it's a given 
that Abdul will be a co-judge 
on "The X Factor." 
"Whatever happens, I 
will be working with her 
[Abdul] in some capacity," 
Cowell said. • 
"American Idol's"viewer-
ship has steadily declined 
over the past several seasons. 
The 25 million people who 
watched the eighth season is 
low compared to its peak of 
30 million viewers from the 
fifth season, according to The 
New York Times. But even 
so, "Idol" has been the most-
watched show on television 
for several years and has had a 
lead over the no. 2 show each 
season. Fox executives, say the 
show is, "bigger than any one 
person," and will continue to be 
a success even without Abdul 
and Cowell in the future. Others 
are less optimistic about the 
show's future. 
"He [Cowell] doesn't need 
to be on the show as much as 
the show needs him to be on it," 
student Susan Orozco said. 
"Ratings will go down," ju-
nior LaRell Reynolds said. 
Fox plans to broadcast "The 
X Factor" iri. the fall and "Idol" 
in the spring, in alternating 
seasons. Skeptics wonder if 
the network can maintain 
enough viewer interest to 
support the similar talent 
shows. They speculate that 
"The X Factor" will eclipse 
"Idol" in popularity because 
Cowell and Abdul will be Fox has not announced 
judging. who will replace Cowell, but 
"I watched the first two the show will continue to 
seasons, but then I got bored feature celebrities. Ellen De-
with the show," student Sasha Generes, Abdul's replacement, 
Renee said. "I feel that the will be the fourth judge for 
show has decreased in quality the current season.1he show 
over the seasons. It probably plans to cycle weekly through 
hasn't been as much fun since prominent guest judges this 
Simon and Paula had such a season, including Joe Jonas 
unique chemistry too," student and Avril Lavigne. 
Sasha Renee said. "I will probably still watch 
Cowell said it would be the show after Simon leaves, 
impossible to .continue to but his comments definitely 
work on "American Idol'' while are my favorite part," junior 
bringing "The X Factor" to the Amber Bellcock said. 
U.S. He has been working on Many students say they 
three shows at once. In Britain, will continue to watch the 
he is involved in two mega hits show even without Cowell and 
"The X Factor" and "Britain's Abdul and remain optimistic 
Got Talent." " Idol" pays him about Idol's future. 
$36 million a year. "I really like how Ameri-
"I was offered a lot of can Idol has given the op-
money to stay on ['Idol'] ," portunity of a lifetime for so 
Cowell said. "But that wasn't many people," student Lauren 
the reason behind it. I wanted Osburne said. "I really hope 
to do something different. I that it will continue into the 
wanted a new challenge. 
,, 
future." 
Beginning of end for Lost 
by JOSEPH 
DICKERSON 
student writer 
As a new semester begins, 
television series start up for 
students to put off homework 
and enjoy spending some time 
in front of a TV with friends, 
family or by themselves. 
Many shows have come and 
gone since TV has been around 
Some do not last more than 
one season, and others have 
carried on season after season 
with cult followings. 
One show that is beginning 
its much anticipated sixth 
and final season next week 
is "Lost." 
"Lost" ran its pilot Wednes-
day at 8 p.m. Sept. 22, 2004. 
From that day on, the show has 
continued to keep its audience 
captivated and has grown its 
fan base. Many diehard fans 
like Lisa Farley, Shores dorm 
mom, buythe seasons on DVD 
and actively recruit others to 
watch the show. 
Farley began watching 
"Lost" during its second season 
after a friend recommended it 
to her. She purchased the first 
season and watched it with her 
daughter Lindsey. 
"You see something new 
that you didn't catch before 
every time you watch it, Farley 
said. "I've seen the first season 
at least six times." 
She said she is not ready for 
the show to end and worries 
that there will not be time 
within the season to answer 
·all the questions the previous 
seasons have raised. 
"You follow the characters, 
and they become }Qur friends," 
she said. "I'm very curious to 
see what is going to happen," 
she said. 
Others have made a family 
tradition of "Lost." Julianne 
Pettey, a senior electrical en-
gineering major, has watched 
all the seasons over past 
Christmas breaks with her 
family in Alaska. 
"I really liked the first season," 
Pettey said. "It reminded me 
of the Swiss Family Robinson 
with them having to fend for 
themselves on an island." 
There are also those who 
only recently got hooked on 
the show. Sam Cofer, a senior 
math and management infor-
mation systems major, started 
watching the first season on 
the Internet with his girlfriend 
last semester. 
"I had heard a lot about 
it, so we started in season 
one," he said. "Now we are 
on the first episode of the 
season two." 
The sixth season will start 
Feb. 2 at 7 p.m. with a three-
hour premier. Though the show 
boasts a complex storyline and 
characters with deeply detailed 
backgrounds, i~ is never too 
late to get "Lost." 
'Tonight Show' host walks away from NBC 
by TIFFANY JONES 
student writer 
Conan O'Brien has left the 
building.A mere seven months 
into hosting "The Tonight 
Show," O'Brien handed the 
Conan O 'Brien 
Jay Leno 
Who cares? 
I watch Letterman! 
reins back to Jay Leno on 
January 24, after two weeks 
of war between the two hosts 
and Jeff Zucker, the president 
and CEO of NBC. 
What started this battle? 
Thirty minutes. Leno's move 
to primetime and the poor 
ratings that followed began 
to cost NBC. Not only did 
"The Jay Leno Show" fail to 
bring in the numbers, but it 
also began to cut into the late 
news ratings. According to 
the research firm Harmelin 
Media, numbers dropped 
25 percent in viewers 24-54 
years old. 
NBC is in a lot of trouble . . 
The network already stands 
to lose a considerable amount 
Who was the best host of NB C's "The Tonight Show"? 
0 
3 
6 # of srudents. 
9 
12 
15 
Read thebison.harding.edu for all the news from the print edition and more student body surveys in the future. 
of money on the upcoming 
Winter Olympics. Zucker 
decided that a move back to 
Leno's original 11:35 p.m. slot 
during the Olympics would 
fix ratings woes for "Tonight," 
which was not bringing in 
the same numbers he had 
seven months ago. 
The battle began when 
O'Brien did not accept the 
time change and wrote a 
statement against it. 
"I sincerely believe that 
delaying the "Tonight 
Show" into the next day . .. 
will seriously damage 
what I consider to be the 
greatest franchise in the 
history of broadcasting," 
O ' Brien said. 
He even put"Tonight" 
on Craigslist advertis-
ing and said that it was 
"designed for 11:35 but 
easily movable," and he 
was "willing to trade for 
Cold play tickets." 
Zucker gave O'Brien 
the option of moving "The 
Tonight Show" to mid-
night or walking. O 'Brien 
took the second option, 
walking away from "The 
Tonight Show" with $45 
million and gave about 
$15 million to his staff 
for severance. 
For college students it 
is hard to watch late-night 
talk shows. Austin Jenkins, 
a junior and late night fan, 
only watches them in the 
summer. 
"School conflicts with 
watching late night,"Jenkins 
said. "Normally if I'm up that 
late I'm doing homework, 
not watching "The Tonight 
Show." 
Many students opt for 
watching their favorite hosts 
online. Saoirse D ryden didn't 
know about the NBC uproar 
because she only watches 
C raig Ferguson online. 
Now O'Brien, with over 3C 
million in his pocket, is free 
to move on to the next thing 
Rumors have been swirlin~ 
about a potential move tc 
Fox. The network itself hai 
said, "We're always interestec 
in late-night. Conan woulc 
be a great fit for Fox." 
Junior Sam Maurer is no 
concerned about O'Brien' 
potential move to Fox. 
"People followed him fron 
"Late Night" to "Tonight, 
and now with all of thi 
media attention everyon 
will be watching whateve 
show he does next." 
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Deeper tennis teams hit for nationals 
by CHRIS O'DELL 
sports editor 
bringing in new recruits, the 
loss of players like Taniyev , 
and Williams are hard to 
The Bison and Lady Bison get over. 
tennis teams will open the "You can't really replace 
spring season with deeper someone like that," Elliott 
teams from top to bottom. said. "But we are much deeper 
Although each team los,t its this year which overall makes 
No. 1 player, both teams have us a better team." 
made up for any losses to the Returning for the men's 
program by adding several team will be brothers Marco and 
talented players. Henrique Ruiz. The Brazilian 
"I think we had an out- duo will once again pair up in 
standing recruiting year," doubles competition and each 
head coach David Elliott said. player will also play singles. 
"We're young, but we have Elliott said Marco, who went 
very talented players." 16-1 in singles last season, has 
The Bison team will have been one of the team's go-to 
to replace last year's top player, guys throughout his career as 
OlzhasTaniyev;whiletheLady a Bison tennis player. 
Bisons look to fill the shoes "Marco is a great leader," 
left by last season's Gulf South Elliott said. "He sets an example 
Conference West Player of for other players because he 
the Year, Alicia Williams. practices and plays with such 
"Alicia Williams is for a high level of energy that 
sure the player who was the it's contagious to the rest of 
most successful on the team,'' the team." 
Photo by CRAIG RAINBOLT I The Bison 
Sophomore Gina Cielo returns to a Lady Bison roster 
that is deeper than a year ago. Cielo is one of several 
Lady Bisons competing for a top spot on the team. 
senior Lola Pardo said. "She After posting an 11-5 
set a lot of records tennis-wise doubles record with Taniyev 
and study-wise. She has been last season, junior Chris 
a great example and influence Beach will be performing 
for all of the team." with a new doubles partner 
Elliott said that despite , 
see TENNIS page 2b 
Photo by CRAIG RAINBOLT I The Bison 
Junior' Chris Beach smashes a serve during a recent 
match in Searcy. Beach will be playing with a new 
doubles partner this season. 
Brow-n alw-ays a threat 
frotn 3-point range 
by ALEX MCCLAIN 
student writer 
Sam Brown, a junior guard for 
the Bison basketball team, is hav-
ing an incredible. season on and off 
the court. 
When Brown transferred to 
Harding in the fall of 2008, one of 
the best aspects of the move for the 
Little Rock native was being closer 
to his family. After spending two 
years at Northeastern Oklahoma 
A&M, it was a blessing to see his 
family in the crowd at all his home 
games. 
"I can count on one hand how 
many times J saw them when I 
was at [junior college]," Brown 
said. "Now my family comes to all 
my games." 
Head coach Jeff Morgan echoed 
Brown's thought saying his parents 
were incredibly supportive of Bison 
basketball. 
However,junior college did help 
Brown's game. Morgan showed 
interest in Brown when he was in 
high school, but Brown chose to play 
for a junior college with hopes of 
attracting Division-I teams. 
Morgan said Brown's tenure at 
Northeastern OklahomaA&M really 
improved his defensive abilities. 
Since transferring to Harding, he 
has played 47 games, and Morgan 
praises him for his versatility. 
"He has a soft touch from the 
field but can also drive and create 
opportunities for other players," 
Morgan said. 
"Last year was my first year, 
and I didn't really step up,'' Brown 
said. 'Tm shooting the ball more 
this year." 
Morgan said Brown's work in 
the offseason_ improved his game 
all around. 
"Sam's one of the best shooters 
we've got," Morgan said. "Now 
he's better off the dribble and has 
a softer touch on the 3." 
Brown has a talent for driving 
in and collapsing the defense to get 
other pl~yers open and his jump 
shot off a screen is an asset to the 
team. Morgan said he can finish a 
jumper from anywhere on the court 
in any situation. 
Brown spent much of the sum-
mer weightlifting and is probably in 
better shape than he has ever been 
according to Morgan. 
"The stronger Sam gets, the better 
he gets all around," Morgan said. 
Morgan also mentioned that 
Brown is a wonderful player to 
coach and a great teammate. 
"He's really levelheaded," Mor-
gan said. "The way he plays - never 
hot, never cold - that's how he 
always is." 
Morgan expects Brown will 
step up even more next year in his 
senior season. 
Photo by CRAIG RAINBOLT I The Bison 
Junior guard Sam Brown dribbles past a defender during a recent 
home game at Rhodes Fieldhouse. Brown is averaging 8.3 ppg. 
Kobe vs. LeBron debate raging hotter than ever 
CHRIS O'DELL 
one game between the two of the most under-appreciated number of rings Kobe ultimately was one of the top three defensive 
players? parts of a player's game. I don't acquires throughout his career. players in the league. With mul-
The 
I think this is one of the think it's any secret that Kobe is Who is the better athlete? tiple All-NBA Defensive Team 
easier questions because of how the league's most clutch player. This couldn't be more obvi- selections, he is clearly one of the 
Lead off multi-faceted Kobe is. Not only LeBron is scary down the stretch ous. LeBron is a freak of nature most feared defensive guards in 
can Kobe hit the contested 3, but but has missed too many key free athletically, and you could make the league. However, at this stage 
he can also drive in for a difficult throws and last-second shots to the argument that no athlete on in each player's career, LeBron 
T here is no debate as to lay-in, post-up with his back to even be mentioned in the same the planet is more athletic than gets my nod as the best defensive 
who the NBA'.s best the basket or even dribble right category as Bryant. In fact, with James. While Kobe has amazing player between the two. Not only 
player was last decade. around a defender after a ridicu- 20 seconds to go and down by athletic abilities of his own, they is he strong enough to guard you 
Kobe Bryant's domination in the lous crossover. LeBron might two points, there might be at still don't compare to LeBron's. in the post, but he can also keep 
league raised questions about the have more hops than Kobe, but least 10 players in the league I'd Who is more skilled at bas- up with the quicker guards in the 
best player in basketball history. LeBron's main offensive strength rather have shooting for the win ketball? league. Not to mention his knack 
However, with LeBronJames is penetrating to the basket. than LeBron. However, there Kobe definitely _possesses for swatting a lay-up attempt eight 
improving ev\!ry year in Cleve- However, without the help of is no one I'd rather have in that more skills than LeBron does. rows into the crowd. 
land (not to mention the ongoing screens and fast breaks LeBron situation than Kobe. No. 24 is a better shooter at any With these questions now 
Nike puppet commercials), the would find it much more difficult With one game to play and position on the court, is a better answered, lets now solve the 
Kobe vs. LeBron debate is raging to get to the hole and finish only one player to choose, which ball-handler, a better passer, has Kobe vs. LeBron debate once 
hotter than ever. with a high-flying dunk against player would you rather have on more finesse moves and also has and for all. 
So who is truly the best basket- a player with Kobe's defensive your team? an uncanny knack for defense. Who is the better player? 
ball player on the planet? Well, in skills. This is a tough one because I LeBron's game is almost solely· While many LeBron sup-
order to answer that question we Who is the better leader? believe both players are capable based on his athleticism while porters think "King James" has 
must first dive into several ques- This question might be the of single-handedly beating an Kobe relies mostly on skill and clearly taken the torch from 
tions that might ultimately end the most difficult to answer because opposing team. But between these preparation. Kobe, the NBA'.s top player is 
No. 24 vs. No. 23 debate. these two players might possess two, Kobe has four NBA cham- Who has the better nickname? still the "Black Mamba." Kobe 
First off, is there any other more leadership skills than any pionships while LeBron has a Although this has nothing to is the best all- around player the 
player in the league that could player in the league. If I had to goose egg in the category. LeBron do with their skills on the court, game has to off er and will likely 
challenge Kobe or LeBron as the choose one though, I would go has only made one NBA Fmals I just thought we should hit on win his fifth title later this year. 
NBA'sbest? with LeBron. Although Kobe appearance and it came as a sweep this question to see what their I do feel LeBron has a higher 
Several players such as Chris could very well be the league's at the hands of the San Antonio peers think. LeBron is commonly ceiling for greatness than Kobe 
Paul, Dwayne Wade, Dirk second best in this category, I feel Spurs. Kobe has been to six cham- known as "King James" or "The 
did because of his freak athleti-
Nowitzki, Carmello Anthony like LeBron's teammates enjoy pionships and has won over half of Chosen One," but Kobe's nick-
cism, but at this point in the 
and Kevin Durant could have playing with him more and ulti- them. You can make the argument name "Black Mamba" might be game No. 24 is still one better 
legitimate arguments as the third mately get more open looks than · that Kobe has had better teams as good as it gets. Not only is it 
than No. 23. 
best player in the game. However, Kobe's teammates in LA. than LeBron, but the bottom line intimidating; it's also the perfect CHRIS O' DELL 
none of these, or any other player Who is the most clutch is that Kobe is a better winner than metaphor for Kobe's game on the serves as the sports editor for 
in the NBA, can truly compare player between the two? LeBron James. It should be noted court. 
with Kobe and LeBron in today's This is one of the more im- though that LeBron will likely win Who is the better defensive the 2009-2010 Bison. 
NBA. portant questions to answer, as I a few championships in his career, player? He may be contacted at 
Who would win a one-on- believe closing out games is one but I doubt he will ever reach the Earlier in Kobe's career, he codell @harding.edu 
' 
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Bison Notes 
Lady Bisons' 
hot shooting 
provides win 
information courtesy of HU 
Sports Information 
Stacey Owens 
• Scored 22 points in the 
Lady Bison victory over 
Arkansas-Monticello 
• Hit 8-of-11 shots to lead 
Harding to its second win 
in conference play 
Lady Bisons shoot 
way to victory 
proves to 9-8 on the season and 
2-3 in the GSC West Division. 
The Lady Bisons hit 25-of-48 
(52.1 percent) shots from the field. 
It was the highest percentage of 
the season and it was the first time 
this season Harding has shot over 
50 percent from the field. 
Rollins finished with 15 points 
and ended with a team high eight 
rebounds.Junior guard Bailey St. · 
Clair had six steals in the game, 
tying Nancee Wilson (1990-91) 
for tenth place in a single season 
with 55. 
shooting under 30 percent from 
the field. 
The Cotton Blossoms didn't 
Senior forward Stacey Owens 
scored 22 points, hitting 8-of-11 
from the field as the Harding 
women's basketball team picked up 
their second Gulf South Confer-
ence win of the-season against 
Arkansas-Monticello 72-52 in 
Monticello, Ark. Ha:ding im-
It was the third time this season 
Owens has scored over 20 points 
in a game and the 17th in her 
career. Sophomore guard Sierra 
The Harding defense held 
Arkansas-Monticello to 25 percent 
shooting from the field. It was the 
fourth time this season the Lady 
Bisons have held an opponent to 
hit their first three-pointer in the 
game until 18:07 left in the second 
half Arkansas-Monticello missed 
their previous 11. The Cotton 
Blossoms finished 4-of-21 from 
behind the three-point line. 
Harding finished with 38 
points in the paint to the Cotton 
Blossoms 16. 
' 
TENNIS: Deeper squads look for successful seasons 
CONTINUED from page 1 b 
this season. However, Beach said he prefers 
playing singles more so than doubles. 
"I have always enjoyed playing singles 
more because I love competing," Beach said. 
"I enjoy only having myself to blame when 
I lose a match. I also really love the one-on-
one aspect that tennis brings. It's easier for 
me to depend on myself usually." 
Beach put up a 12-2 record in singles last 
season, playing 11 of his 14 singles matches 
at No. 4. The junior from Albuquerque, NM, 
was 9-2 in those 11 matches. 
On the women's side, several positions are 
up for grabs with such an even field between 
all the players. 
"We are so close from one through nine 
that there's not much of a difference between 
each of the players," Elliott said. 
Pardo, who is in her last season for the 
Lady Bisons, said she feels that nationals are 
reachable for the women's squad this year. 
"We have had new players arriving dur-
ing the fall; all of them are really talented 
girls," Pardo said. "This will give the team a 
great boost of energy. Our team is going to 
be stronger as we have a lot of depth. I really 
feel like we have the potential to have a good 
season this year, and our primary focus will 
be nationals." 
Beach said he has high hopes similar to 
those of Pardo's for the women's team. 
"I think we have a great shot at conference 
this year," Beach said. "We have three new 
freshmen this year that are working hard, 
and I feel confident that they will be strong 
at four, five and six on the team. I anticipate 
tough matches that we will be ready for." 
One concern for the team could be the 
youth and inexperience so far this season. 
However, Elliott said he doesn't see youth 
playing a big role in the program's season 
this year. 
"If players have the ability, they're going to 
do it young," Elliott said. "It's not the same 
as in football and basketball where they've 
got to develop physically." 
If the Bison and Lady Bison teams hope 
to have a successful season, many young play-
ers will have to step up and contribute right 
away. Last year the Gulf South Conference 
boasted three of the top five teams in the 
country. Many expect the conference to be 
just as strong this season. 
"It's the strongest conference there is," 
Elliott said. "It's the best of the best." 
Teams like West Florida, Valdosta State, 
Ouachita Baptist and Delta State will all 
look to defeat the Bisons en route to the 
conference championship. Elliott and his 
team know what kind of road lies ahead 
this season. He said his team is definitely 
capable of competing with any team in the 
conference. 
"Our team is so close and gets along so 
well that leadership isn't really an issue," 
Elliott said. "It's really unique. They are 
pretty special." 
Time for Favre to step down? 
SARAH KYLE 
Guest Sports 
Column 
Packers fans across the nation . groaned with betrayal when 
their former star Brett Favre 
returned to football. Their problem? 
He returned to play not for them, 
but rather for their rival, the Min-
nesota Vikings. 
Since the announcement, there 
has been a lot of controversy sur-
rounding his decision. Some say it 
was a love of the game that inspired 
his decisio·n. Others say that it was 
pure betrayal. Personally, I side with 
the people that say it was a love of 
the game. 
Have you ever loved doing some-
thing so much that it didn't matter 
where you were doing it, or who 
your boss was? All that mattered 
to Favre was that he was playing 
the game. 
The question I'd like to pose is 
whether or not his decision to play 
meant anything in the long run. 
After all, when he was considering 
choosing to play for the Vikings last 
summer, one of his main concerns was 
recovering from an injury. However, 
he decided to ignore those concerns 
and play ·anyway. 
Now where is he? Injured in a 
playoff game that was potentially his 
last shot at the SuperBowl, again try-
ing to make the decision on whether 
or not he should continue his career 
or go ahead and retire. 
Let me start off by saying that I 
have tremendous respect for someone 
who loves something so much that 
they risk criticism and injury to "live 
the dream." Favre's passion for the 
game is clearly evident. However, 
I also believe that there is a time 
to let go and give the game over to 
younger players. 
Favre was a football legend. Not 
even disgruntled and "betrayed" 
Packer's fans can argue with that. 
It's absolutely amazing that he was 
able to live out his dreams unti agre 
40. Few people get that chance, 
1 especially in the NFL, and the few 
that do should learn to pass the torch 
on and help the upcomiog players 
to reach new standards of athletic 
achievement. 
It is always bittersweet to see an 
Photo courtesy of the Associated Press 
Minnesota Vikings quarterback Brett Favre walks off the field after fum-
bling the ball during the second quarter of the NFC Championship NFL 
football game against the Minnesota Vikings, in New Orleans, Sunday, 
Jan. 24, 2010. The New Orleans Saints recovered the ball. 
athletic hero go into retirement. 
Hockey faced uncertainty and c9ange 
with the retirement ofJoe Sakic and 
other hockey greats. Now, I believe 
that it is Favre's turn to accept this 
new stage in his life. 
Do I think that he should com-
pletely step away from the game? No, 
of course not. Rather, I think that 
he should, as all great masters of a 
skill, pass on his years of experience 
to coach and train the next legends 
of the game. I hope he gives them 
the chance to stop living under his 
shadow and start being lifted up by 
his support. 
You see, you can love the game and 
have a passion for it without being 
in the spotlight. I think it takes a 
deeper love of the game to have the 
humility to step out of the spotlight 
and help others step into it. 
What will he choose? Who knows. 
But I hope that whatever he chooses 
is in the best interest of the game. If 
he does that, what greater meaning 
could there be? 
SARAH KYLE is a guest sports col-
umnist for the 2009-2010 Bison. 
She may be contacted at skyle@ 
harding.edu 
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The Bison NEWS 
The word is V-1-C-T-O-R-Y ... after 44 rounds of battle 
photo by NOAH DARNELL I The Bison 
The White County Spelling Bee came to the Heritage Auditorium Friday, Jan. 22. The competitors hailed 
from elementary, middle and high schools across White County. Harding English professor Dr. Michael Clax-
ton read the words out loud to the competitors, who were eliminated with the ring' of a bell if they mispelled 
their word. Words like "hacienda," "xylophone" and "begonia" were among the tests the spellers had to pass. 
Two competitors, Joeseph Lim (left) of Alph Junior High School and Nina Valades of Riverview High School, 
went back and forth until the 44th round, when Lim correctly spelled "barracks" to eliminate Valades and 
advance to the state level. He will spell against the best in Arkansas on March 6. 
HU Recyclemania 
Green competition begins as waste reduction figures soar 
by SAMANTHA 
HOLSCHBACH 
managing editor 
In conjunction with 
Harding's escalating recy-
cling efforts, the university 
started competing Jan. 17 
against other universities in 
Recyclemania, a nationwide 
competition to reduce waste 
on campuses. Since the 
competition's start, Harding 
has recycled more than 3.4 
tons of material. 
"This is a 10-week competi-
tion, and we kind of stuck our 
necks out there," said Greg 
Tatera, director of Aramark's 
building services and a leader 
on Harding's Environmental 
Stewardship Committee, 
which met Tuesday to discuss 
Recyclemania and other 
environmental issues. "It's a 
huge deal for universities. We 
have an opportunity for some 
bragging rights here." 
The competition entails 
Harding reporting recycling 
and trash data, which will be 
ranked against other universities 
to see which have the highest 
recycling rates, the largest 
amount of recyclables and the 
least amount of trash. Harding 
is participating alongside 603 
other universities, including 
eight from Arkansas. 
Sponsored by Keep America 
Beautiful, the Recyclemania 
program gives universities 
the option of competing in 
the Benchmark Division or 
the Competition Division. 
Harding chose to compete 
in the latter. 
"Benchmarking is just 
testing the water to see how 
you're doing,'Tatera said. 'We 
went into the competition 
category, so we are competing 
against the other universities. 
With these [high recycling] 
numbers, we had to. It's going 
to be a learning curve, but I 
think we needed to do it." 
As such, Harding students 
are encouraged to recycle as 
much reusable material as 
possible, especially until March 
27, when the competition 
ends. Students can follow 
Harding's progress at www. 
recyclem~acs.org. Harding 
has recycled 171,630 pounds 
of material since July, a figure 
that has already smashed last 
school year's total of about 
154,000 pounds. 
This year's increase in re-
cycling output is largely due 
to the growing availability of 
recycling bins. Over Christmas 
break more classroom recy-
cling containers were added 
to major campus buildings. 
Only the Ganus Athletic 
Center, Stevens Art Center 
and part of the Pryor-England 
Science Center remain to be 
equipped with classroom 
containers. 
"We have 257 classroom 
recycling containers out there 
- we can't make it any easier 
than that,"Tatera said. 
Additionally, bright green 
containers for depositing green 
to-go containers are available 
in every dorm as oflast week. 
Harding's financial depart-
ment also recently worked 
out a deal in which campus 
departments can purchase 
30 percent recycled paper in 
bulk for about the same price 
as non-recycled paper. 
According to Tatera, if all 
departments commit to using 
30 percent recycled paper 
over other counterparts, the 
savings in trees per year would 
be equivalent to the number 
of trees on campus. 
"Just try to visualize the 
savings in the trees,"Tatera 
said. "That's what it would 
equal." 
Moreover, since July, 
Harding has redistributed, 
reallocated or donated 664 
asset items like furniture and 
equipment to needy recipients. 
This figure, too, has already 
surpassed last year's total 
of 555 donated and redis-
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Keeping lbur Hometown Healthy 
Even though students are 
generally strong and healthy, 
there is a good chance that you 
can catch the 2009 H1N1 flu 
(sometimes called "swine flu") 
and get seriously sick. That's 
why the Arkansas Department 
of Health is urging all students 
to get the 2009 H1N1 vaccine 
and the seasonal flu shot this 
flu season. 
The H1N1 vaccine is produced 
the same way as seasonal flu 
vaccines are made, and the 
Health Department has given 
hundreds of thousands of flu 
shots this season without a 
single serious reaction. Since it 
takes two weeks to build 
immunity, it's important to get 
vaccinated as soon as possible. 
And if you can't stand needles, 
no worries. The H1N1 flu 
vaccine comes in a nasal spray, 
too. 
So contact your school health 
center to find out where to get 
vaccinated. 
For more information, visit www.healthyarkansas.com 
tributed items. Ultimately, 
Harding has saved S21,000 
in the past 6.5 months due 
to its reducing, reusing and 
recycling ambitions. 
Even as Harding's recy-
cling efforts continually rise, 
improvements can still be 
implemented, particularly in 
the .university's athletic venues 
like the Rhodes Field House, 
Ganus Athletic Center and 
First Security Stadium. 
"In the Rhodes, we're 
actually worse off now than 
we were a year ago with the 
amount of recycling we're 
gettirig in the gym after a 
game,"Tatera said. "For the 
size of the gym, we have more 
containers available that are 
convenient for everyone to 
use-there are more there 
than any place on campus 
for that size." 
Tatera said he believes 
the lack of recycling in the 
bleachers can be attributed 
to societal habits that must 
be corrected. 
"As a society we have this 
mentality of stadiums, arenas, 
and theaters where we feel 
perfectly comfortable leaving 
things behind where we would 
never do that anywhere else," 
Tatera said. 
To remedy the situation 
at sporting events and to 
otherwise boost eco-activism, 
the Environmental Steward-
ship Committee's Web site 
will debut within the next 
month, serving as a hub for 
Harding's green activities. 
The site will display photos 
depicting environmentally 
sound activities on campus, 
recycling updates, a mission 
statement and other features. 
The committee hopes that the 
site will promote a campus 
environment in which reusing 
and reducing resources are 
commonplace. 
"I think all these things 
should just come naturally 
to us, to all Christians really, 
because we want to preserve, 
we want to protect, we want 
to help the earth," committee 
chairman Mike James said. 
"It's just a good Christian 
perspective." 
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University 
to offer new 
grad program 
Physical therapy program 
slated for 2011 debut 
by LAUREN BUCHER 
student writer 
Harding is introducing 
a new Physical Therapy 
graduate program, which 
could start as early as fall 
2011, depending on when a 
program director is hired. 
President David Burks 
created a feasibility study in 
the fall of 2008 for physi-
cal therapy because of the 
strong health care programs 
that Harding offers. Nurs-
ing, Kinesiology, and nine 
pre-professional programs 
exist at the undergraduate 
level. Pharmacy, Physician 
Assistant, and Communica-
tions Science and Disorders 
programs already exist at 
the graduate level. This 
program would be a natural 
addition. 
The Bureau of Labor 
Statistics projects that there 
will be a 30 percent increase 
in demand for licensed 
physical therapists from 
2008 to 2018. Because of 
the increase in demand, the 
field is growing much faster 
than average. 
"The Physical Therapy 
program should be able to 
support itself very quickly, 
because there is a really 
high demand," said Dean 
of Graduate Programs Dr. 
Cheri Yecke. "And after it 
gets started, it will probably 
quickly get to the point 
where it has to turn people 
away." 
There are only three other 
Physical Therapy graduate 
programs within a 250-mile 
radius from Harding: Uni-
versity of Central Arkansas, 
Arkansas State Univer-
sity, and the University of 
Louisiana. Harding will be 
the first Church of Christ 
sponsored university to offer 
a Physical Therapy graduate 
degree. There is not enough 
supply among Church of 
Christ schools, or in the 
region around Harding, to 
match the increasing demand 
for licensure programs. The 
new program will meet this 
demand. 
"We think it's impor-
tant that when you think 
about introducing a new 
program you have to look 
at the long-term viability 
of the program,"Yecke said. 
"You can't pick something 
because it sounds good, or 
it's trendy, or another uni- . 
versity is doing it. We want 
to make sure that what we 
are doing is something that 
will be able to support itself 
in the long-term." 
Harding undergrad 
students have expressed 
interest in Physical Therapy 
and prospective students 
have asked recruiters about 
physical therapy. 
The program will oper-
ate outside of the hiring 
freeze. It is expected to be 
in high demand, which will 
offset the cost of hiring 
new staff. 
When the program will 
begin depends on when a 
director is hired. Before the 
"We want to 
· make sure 
that what we 
are doing is 
something that 
will be able to 
support itself in 
the long-term." 
Dr. Cheri Yekke 
Dean of Graduate 
Programs 
program can become accred-
ited or staff can be hired, a 
director needs to be found. 
The director must meet four 
qualifications - be a member 
of the church, have clinical 
experience, hold a doctorate 
degree (the doctorate of 
Physical Therapy), and have 
worked in higher education. 
Harding is searching for a 
director through the alumni 
network and in the Christian 
Chronicle. 
After the director is 
hired, he or she must write 
a business plan, showing the 
classes that will be offered. 
Then they have to submit 
it to the Commission on 
Accreditation of Physical 
Therapy Education (CAPTE) 
and CAPTE has to approve 
it. When Harding hires a 
director determines when 
the first class enters. 
The earliest the program 
could start accepting physical 
therapy students is fall 2011. 
The program would admit 30 
students the first year. The 
second year it would accept 
30 more students and 30 
more the third year. 
After t h ree years, the 
program will be operating 
fully and have a total of 90 
students. The program will 
be a three-year program, or 
eight semesters, including 
two summers, with graduates 
as early as spring 2014. 
"It would all depend on 
how many years of accredita-
tion Harding received for the 
program," Natalie Kridlo, a 
sophomore Athletic Training 
Major, said. "I think it would 
be great for Harding to get 
the program and it would 
be awesome to stay within 
a Christian atmosphere but, 
it probably would not be my 
first choice when deciding 
on a grad school." 
Kridlo said she is plan-
ning on becoming a physical 
therapist. 
The physical therapy 
program would be temporar-
ily housed in classrooms of 
other buildings on campus. If 
Harding decides to increase 
its focus on health sciences, 
a physical building could 
possibly be added. 
The demand for physi-
cal therapists is increasing 
for several reasons - the 
increasingly elderly popula-
tion, advancements in medi-
cal technology, changes in 
insurance policies that allow 
more people access because 
their co-pays will go down 
and replacements for physical 
therapists retiring. 
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Pianist's international tour 
makes way to campus 
by KYLIE AKINS 
assistant news editor 
Her mother was a dancer 
and her father was a prominent 
opera singer. International 
pianist Di Wu grew up in 
a household inspired by the 
arts. By age 4, ·she was tak-
ing piano lessons and at 14 
performed with the Beijing 
Philharmonic. Since then, 
Wu's musical career has 
only continued to develop 
at an accelerated pace as she 
gained experience. She was 
described as "a most mature 
and sensitive pianist" by the 
Wall Street Journal Currently 
she is one of seven finalists 
in the esteemed Van Cliburn 
International Piano Competi-
tion. In spring of 2009 she 
received Juilliard's William 
Petschek Piano Debut Recital 
Award to add to her already 
burgeoning collection. 
Chinese-born Wu moved 
to the U.S. in 1999 to study 
at the Manhattan School of 
Music with Zenon Fishbein, 
and from 2000 to 2005 she 
studied at the Curtis Institute 
with Gary Graffinan. She went 
on to earn a Masters of Music 
degree at The J uilliard School 
under Yoheved Kaplinsky and, 
in 2009, an Artist Diploma 
under Joseph Kalichstein and 
Robert McDonald. 
Dr. Cliff Ganus, professor 
of music, said he saw Wu as 
a pianist who would soon 
become a common name in 
the classical music world. 
"She has good credentials,'' 
Ganus said. "Her career is at 
. a point where it is expand-
ing considerably. She's done 
some great performances and, 
since we booked her, has done 
even more. " 
Wu's parents were both 
professors atXiamen University 
at her hometown in China, 
and her education began early 
due to the convenient acces-
sibility to piano teachers. She 
began to win competitions 
and went pro at 12. 
"It was ·like background 
education," Wu said. "I was 
able to sit down and practice 
for a long while. And I seemed 
to enjoy it, from what my 
parents said. They didn't really 
have to force me." 
Wu said she is constantly 
sacrificing a personal life she 
has never known to pursue 
her passion. But she said per-
Across 
1 Adder 
4 At what time 
8 Crow noise 
11 Hawaiian dish 
12 Grade 
13 Higher up 
16 Courtliness 
18 Danger 
19 Just about 
20 War and Peace 
author 
22 Acclamation 
25 Alder tree 
26 Record 
27 Where over-
spending will land 
you 
30 Twister actress Hunt 
31 Opaque gem 
32 Title of respect 
33 Secreted 
34 Japanese coin 
35 Jackals 
37 Note taker 
40 Sunburned 
41 Paycheck (Abbr.) 
42 Talipot palm leaf 
43 Daisylike flower 
46 Word study 
48 Utter discomfort 
49 Existed 
50 Greedy king 
51 Quest 
53 Biscuit 
55 Aimat 
56 Photo covering 
60 Unemotional 
61 Aspect 
62 Deuce 
63 Greatest degree 
64 Let it stand! 
forming is her focus 
now, and the reward 
received from her hard 
work is worth it. 
"When everything 
works just right, 
when you're getting 
everything you want, 
your fingers are doing 
what you want and the 
piano is responding the 
way you wapt it, then 
it becomes magic," 
Wu said. "There are 
. times when you get 
on the piano, and 
you worry. From the 
first note to the last 
note, you worry. And 
that's the worst time. 
But when you're not 
worrying and even 
when you think you're 
following a road map, 
you're actually be-
ing inspired by the 
piano. That becomes 
magic." 
She said she plans 
to see her performing 
career through. As 
her musical talent 
begins to thrive in its 
prime, she is able to 
give advice to aspiring 
musicians. 
"It takes a lot of photo by NOAH DARNELL I The Bison 
work, "Wu said. "Just Di Wu performs in the Administration Audiorium on Jan. 25. 
pure instinct is not 
enough. You need a 
lot of work, and you need to 
desire to really take things 
to the next level. That part 
is not talent. There's a lot of 
thinking that goes into it. 
And luck. There is always 
luck involved." 
Wu's performance was 
held.in the Administration 
Auditorium, where she was 
received by a large audience 
from the campus and commu-
nity on Monday, Jan. 25. 
Her program began 
with pieces from Clara and 
Robert Schumann. Robert's 
Davidsbundlertanze is an 
18-part dance composition 
characterized by the musical 
"conversation'' between the 
composer's polar aspects of 
his personality. During the 
Eusebius pieces, Wu's love 
for the music was emphasized 
in her tender movements 
throughout calm, romantic 
melodies. In the Florestan 
parts, the strong, energetic 
emotions of the music were 
displayed in her facial expres-
sions and strong movements 
across the keys. Wu recounted 
a time in which she first 
played this piece, when she 
commented on the piece to 
her teacher. 
"I don't think I could ever 
describe love better than this 
piece," Wu said. "It says, 'I 
will love you forever.'" 
The piece ends with a 
triple bass note "C" to solidly 
dedicate the composition to 
his wife, Clara. 
The next composer she 
chose for her program was 
Maurice Ravei a French man 
who created the five-piece 
composition called Miroirs 
(Mirrors). 
'Tm a huge Ravel fan,"Wu 
said. "He's been my favorite 
composer of all time. His 
music to me is something I 
feel like I breathe, and there are 
so many colors and stories." 
The various pieces were all 
highly descriptive ofbeautiful 
moments in time, like the Bitter 
of a moth in the night, a boat 
bobbing in the ocean or the 
early morning air cleared by 
the calm church bells. 
The Bison Crossword 
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1 Emulator 
2 Sun god 
3 Pastry 
4 Phantom 
5 Suspend 
6 Engrave 
7 Maiden name 
8 Chicken 
9 Eve's son 
10 Twisted woolen 
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14 Critical 
15 Split t~ unite 
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17 Twist 
20 Three (It.) 
21 Hankering 
22 Aeneid 
23 Make do 
24 Borrowed money 
25 Helps out 
28 Persian Gulf 
peninsula 
29 Vase 
30 Not hers 
33 Steering system 
35 Convertible 
36 Vote type 
37 Trudge 
38 Seaweed 
39 Time periods 
The last piece she per-
formed was a transcription 
from Gounod's Faust. The 
composer, Franz Liszt, was 
an incrediblyvirtuosic pianist. 
He made the piece difficult 
with a lot of jumps, octaves 
and runs. The composition 
showed off her skill and 
precision and had a powerful, 
sweet and upbeat ending. 
"I love opera, and I love 
transcriptions,"Wu said. "It's 
a very fun piece and a great 
way to end a concert. Lots 
of fireworks." 
The precision with which 
she played was unimpeded by 
the speed necessary for the 
difficult pieces she selected. 
Her intensity would often 
nearly pull her from her 
piano stool. 
"I can't imagine not do-
ing it, "Wu said. I'm just not 
made for a 9 to 5 job. I never 
lived that life. I don't have 
the personality for it. It [a 
musical career] is something 
I want to see through. I really 
need to see it through. It's 
my passion." 
40 Stress 
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current 
44 Entree forerunners 
45 Fortune teller's aid 
46 Consume 
47 Egg dish 
49 Crone 
52 Building block 
53 Leave out 
54 Impolite 
56 Sharp curve 
57 Common 
contraction 
58 Be obliged 
59 Negation 
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At Christmas I no more desire a rose, 
Than wish a snow in May's new-fangled 
shows; 
But like of each thing that in season 
grows. 
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SnoW"stortn keeps s tudent in 
Korea for first w-eek of· setnester 
Dirty birds 
by STEVEN 
CHANDLER 
student writer 
How hard is it to make 
up the first week of class for 
a semester? H arder than you 
might think; just ask junior 
Jonghwa Lee, who was one 
week late getting back to 
school this Jan uary. 
Lee, a junior double major 
in Accounting and Manage-
ment Information Systems, 
is from Seoul, South Korea, 
and decided that after two 
years at H arding he would 
go home this past Christmas 
break to visit his family. H is 
trip home was scheduled to 
last from D ec. 22 to Jan. 12; 
however, America was not 
the only country with large 
snowstorms over Christmas 
break. 
Lee was scheduled to fly out 
of the Incheon International 
Airport just outside of Seoul 
when it started to snow. His 
flight got delayed a few hours 
and was ultimately cancelled. 
This turn of events opened 
up another opportunity: Lee 
was able to spend a little extra 
time at home with his sick 
grandmother for her 80th 
birthday. 
"I got stuck, but at the 
same time I chose to stay 
longer," Lee said. "I was a 
little worried about all my 
classes and all the homework 
and quizzes I'd be missing, 
so the first thing I did was 
email all my teachers and 
told them and told them 
what was happening. They 
said 'OK, it's fine."' 
"Based on his current 
situation, I did not feel I was 
setting a precedent for other 
students to skip their first 
week of classes," said Brian 
Burks, Dean of the College 
of Business Administration 
and one of Lee's professors. 
"The burden of catching up 
fell on his shoulders, and he 
is doing that right now. Time 
will tell if this will impact his 
ability to succeed in my class, 
but he is a good student and 
should be able to put in the 
extra work to catch the rest 
of the class." 
Lee also had friends 
looking out for him in his 
classes. He was able to get 
Box-office 
success gets 
second look 
by JAMES BUCE During the movie the 
student writer visuals were forcred to 
compensate at times for 
In Hollywood, a movie a lack of storyline and 
is measured by the money character development. 
it makes and the number This was particularly 
of weeks it spends as obvious within the first 
number one. For direc- 30 minutes of the movie 
tor James Cameron and when the dialogue seemed 
his creation, "Avatar," the forced and awkward. The 
ride at number one has early conversations between 
continued for six weeks · Sully and the biologist, 
and has helped catapult Norm Spellman, notched 
"Avatar" past "The Dark the movie down from an 
Knight" anaCameron's epic adventure to a con-
own "Titanic," making it versation at open house 
the highest grossing movie during club week. 
of all time. Though there are several 
· The movie has shattered lines in the movie that 
records both nationally and can only be described as 
internationally and will a cheap attempt at humor 
continue to break records using profane language, 
due to the unique world the visuals make up for 
created. any problems with the 
''Avatar" introduces the writing. Cameron spent 
visually stunning world of nearly 15 years creating 
Pandora in the year 2154 the world of Pandora, and 
AD., when humans have his dedication showed in 
begun to inhabit the planet the individual hairs of 
in order to mine its resources. each creature. 
The storyline centers around There have been several 
a paraplegic marine,Jake arguments that "Avatar" 
Sully, and his att_empt to preaches an anti-America 
immerse himself in the agenda and anti-Christian 
culture of the people of way ofbelieving, but audi-
Pandora, the N a'vi. After ences should remember: 
a series of events and 160 this is a movie. There can 
minutes of visual stimula- be arguments made about 
tion, Sully must make a any agenda in generally 
choice that will change any movie, but it all comes 
his world forever. down to where you stand 
"Avatar" is unlike any when it comes to movies. 
other movie because it was You either allow yourself 
filmed and made specifi- to be manipulated by the 
cally for 3D viewing. This plotline of a fictional 
is unique because other movie or see a movie for 
movies featuring 3D have entertainment. 
only had certain scenes that Avatar is a visually 
can be called 3D. "Avatat" stimulating movie that 
however, does not use the creates a new world and 
cheap gags normally associ- offers viewers a chance to 
ated with 3D movies, such imagine a different world. 
as "Journey to the Center Though the dialogue can 
of the Earth 3D.""Avatar " be awkward, the script 
uses the 3D cameras to begins to make more sense 
create a world and allows as the movie unfolds and 
the audience to become transports viewers deeper 
part of Pandora. into Pandora. 
in touch with junior Timo-
thy Harless the day before 
classes and told him about 
his situation. 
"We have a bunch of 
classes together, so I helped 
him stay up to date on the 
classes through Facebook, 
just keeping him up with 
the assignments," Harless 
said. 
"By Wednesday (Jan.13) 
a bunch offriends Facebook-
messaged me and they were 
like, 'Where are you, I don't 
see you anymore? I don't see 
you here, are you not coming 
back?'" Lee said. "I'm really 
glad to be able to have friends 
like that, but it really was not 
that big of a deal; everything 
turned out to be fine." 
It was not only academ-
ics and his social life that 
Lee had to worry about, he 
also his job. Lee serves as a 
Resident Assistant in Keller. 
Lee got in touch with the 
other RAs on his floor and 
informed them of his situ-
ation. The other RAs on his 
floor, senior Matt Parks and 
junior Andrew Riley, took· 
turns picking up the slack 
and checking Lee's rooms 
until he was able to get back. 
They initially expected Lee 
to be three days late, which 
is especially late for those 
serving as RAs. However, 
they helped him out until 
he was able to return. 
"Checking Jonghwa's 
hall every other night was 
interesting for me because 
it gave me a chance to meet 
the guys on his hall," Parks 
·said. 
Finally, on Sunday Jan. 
17, Lee left South Korea at 
10 a.m. and arrived at Little 
Rock 23 hours later at 4 p.m. 
on the same day, ready to start 
school one week late. Even 
though it was good Lee was 
able to spend a little bit more 
time with his family, it came 
with a great deal of work to 
get caught up on. 
Tm making up all my 
homework and quizzes 
now," Lee said. "In theory 
one week of missing class 
sounds really easy to make 
up, but it's not. It's really 
hard to keep up with the 
current stuff and the stuff 
y01,1 missed." 
photo courtesy of AP 
A black crowned night heron receives a bath to 
remove oil from its feathers on Jan. 26 in Port 
Arthur, Texas. Four days earlier, a oil tanker hit a 
barge, releasing 450,000 gallons of oil into the 
lntracoastal Waterway. 
Harding students arrested by 
Italian military police 
Two students stop for cup of coffee, find themselves in custody 
by ALEXANDRA 
MCCLAIN 
student writer 
Two HUF students 
what had happened. Reese 
and English were unable to 
understand her response. Then 
the officers grabbed them by 
the arms and took them to 
were taken into custody by the police station. 
the Carabinieri, the Italian At the police station, the 
military police, in Taormina officers searched the students 
on the island of Sicily while and took their passports. 
on a group trip to southern "They patted me down 
Italy. and· searched my pockets and 
Juniors Catherine Reese my purse," Reese said. "Then 
and Andrew English decided took my passport." 
to stay in Taormina to get English asked repeatedly 
coffee while other students inbrokenJtalian if someone. 
went to the town's cable car could explain the situation, 
to return to the hotel to pack. but none of the officers or 
Assistant HUF director Kyle the woman spoke English. 
Thompson told them if they Another man came into 
missed the bus they should the station and offered to 
take the train to Agrigento to translate but mostly ignored 
meet up with the group. - Reese and English. 
After drinking their cof- "The translator was a 
fee, they began walking back friend of the woman and 
toward the cable car when kept telling them about a 
an aggressive Italian woman river," English said. "There's 
stopped them. no river in Taormina. He 
"This woman was loudly wasn't helpful at all." 
yelling at us in Italian in the Then English had a real-
middle of a piazza filled ization. Earlier that day, he 
with people," English said. and many other students in 
"We had no idea what she the group had purchased 
was saying, so we tried to Esta The, an Italian tea, from 
walk away." the woman's store. 
At that point, the Carabin- "When I realized who the 
ieri intervened.1hree officers woman was, I asked if they 
armed with submachine guns thought we had shoplifted," 
came and asked the woman English said. "Then, the 
woman, the translator and 
two officers left." 
The remaining officer 
moved them to a bench and 
told them not to move. Reese 
asked if they could make a 
phone call to Kyle, worried 
the group would leave them 
behind. They were not allowed 
to make the call. 
"When t hey wouldn't 
let us call Kyle, I looked at 
Andrew and said, 'They could 
lock us up for anything, and 
we can't.c defend ourselves, m 
Reese said. "Tuey're going to 
Amanda Knox us, and we'll 
be in Sicily forever.'" 
With time to return to the 
bus dwindling and still no 
idea why they were in custody, 
Reese stared crying. 
"I couldn't control it any-
more," Reese said. "I wasn't 
bawling, but I just couldn't 
stop the tears." 
The phone in the police 
department then rang. The 
officer answered, spoke for 
a few minutes, then angrily 
hung up. 
"We finally got some 
hope when the phone rang," 
English said. "We thought 
the woman realized we hadn't 
stolen anything, and maybe 
we could go." 
They sat for 20 minutes 
waiting to be released. The 
woman and the other officers 
returned. An officer threw 
their passports at them and 
shouted for them to leave. 
"They buzzed the door 
open and we ran," English 
said. "We still don't really 
know why we'were brought_ 
into custody in the first place. 
It was terrifying." 
They made it back to the 
cable car and went to the lower 
half of the city. They got to the 
bus as all the other students 
were stowing luggage. 
"Kyle looked at us and 
asked where we had been. I 
was just like, 'Sorry, we got 
arrested. I'll go get my bag 
now,"' Reese said. 
T h e res t of th e HUF 
group was dumbfounded by 
their story. 
"My first thought was 'Oh 
my gosh, they were arrested for 
no reason. They could arrest 
any of us for doing nothing, m 
fellow HUF student Audrian 
Harville said. 
Senior HUF student 
Tracey M etzger had similar 
thoughts. 
"I just couldn't believe it 
happened," Metzger said. 
"We were on a school trip. No 
one should have been taken 
into police custody." 
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by BLAKE MATHEWS 
editor-in-chief 
Some disasters are so significant that people 
can remember for years 
exactlywhere they were when 
they first heard .the news. 
Many Harding students and 
faculty members were in front 
of televisions or computer 
screens when they first heard 
about the earthquake that 
devastated the Haitian capital 
of Port-au-Prince, killing at 
least 150,000 people. , 
Harding Missionary in 
Residence Oneal Tankersley, 
his son Karl and Harding 
student John Cannaday got 
the news from a rusty, bro-
ken handrail on a staircase 
lroughly40 miles north of 
Port-au-Prince. 
"It was like a seismometer, 
and it started clanging," 
Tankersley said, recreating 
with raBid-.fire "dings" the 
sound of a broken handrail 
shaking frantically back and 
forth. 
It was roughly 4:45 in the 
'afternoon on Tuesday.Jan.12. 
A 7.0 magnitude quake had 
dust crippled Port-au-:-Prince 
~d sent the impoverished 
Caribbean nation sliding 
into darkness. Somewhere 
Jin the Haitian countryside; 
Tankersely and his team 
ere beginning to suspect 
[that their mission trip was 
no longer going according 
plan. 
with Creole, the common buildings are deathtraps if people, some officials and way home as soon as possible, 
Haitian language that mixes you have a serious quake,>i some stranded missionaries but the aftemoon was getting 
French with various African Tankersley said. like themselves came and " old and flying out of Haiti 
dialects. · The three missionaries went through the repurposed lo&ked less possible by the 
The eight-day missfori trip began asltjng around forinfor~ airpott. At one point the hotir. So they decided to try 
was going "beautifully" for mation, and what they heard consular general for the U.S. their luck with the Dominican 
the team. Over four days in confirmed their fears. Haitians embassy arrived and took stock Republic, whose border with 
Gonaives they had shot films widi family in Port-au-Prince of all the stranded Americans, Haiti was an hour to the east. 
12and13 in Tankersley's series, were getting reports of injury, offering them empathy but The'border closes at 6 p.m., 
and onJan.12 they packed up death and destruction. The not much else. however, and it was 4:30 in 
theirgearandheadedsouth to city had been hit hard. "He was saying 'I was in Port-au-Prince. The four 
Ouanga Bay. There, in a tiny Tankersley decided that · the earthquake too. I'm hot. I Americans jumped into a car 
hotel about 40 miles north the team should get in touch don't want to raise your hopes. and, with Pastor Frank at the 
of Port-au-Prince, the team with theirfuniliesaswell. They I can't say that we've got a wheel, sped off towards the 
would spend its last night climbed a hill to get cellular plane coming in or anything Dominican Republic. 
in Haiti before catching an service and sent a message like that."'Cannadaysaid. The The traffic on the road 
early morning flight out of to a friend in the U.S., one diplomat then said he would was "exemplary," Cannaday 
the city. they knew would be near his · return to the airport later with said, though Tankersley used 
Home to a third of Haiti's phone. The message said that more information. tl,.e term "borderline chaos." 
9 million inhabitants, Port-au- the team was unharmed, but "The moment he said that One section of the road was 
Prince is by far the hirgest city Tankersley received no reply. I heard a catch in his voice, especially treacherous, paved 
in the country, but Tankersley's An hour after the quake, the because I think he realized with loose gravel and trapped 
trips spend as little time there country's communication he wouldn't be able to hold between a cliff face on one 
as possible. This is primarily infrastructure had completdy up that commitment," Can- side and a drop into a lake 
because shooting video is more collapsed, effectively cutting naday said. ·on the other. 
difficultinadenselypopulated off Haiti from the outside The team did not realize "Pastor Frankisfishtailing 
urban area. But there are also world. until later that the head of all the way across this road," 
safety concerns, as the abject The communication black- the U.N. mission in Haiti Cannaday said, laughing. 
poverty.corruption and violence out was "one of the biggest had been killed and the Red As the team approached 
associated with the Dominican 
Haiti all come ~llHllllllllllll llllllllll II II llHllll lllllllllllllUIJllllllllllll llll lllJlll lllllllll.:!: Republic they 
to a head in the _ = pmedeighttrucks 
capital city. :::: - heading toward 
"Port-au- =Port-au-Prince. 
Princeisa~ - _, The trucks were 
eveninthebestof = = carrying Do-
times,"Tankersley _ minicanvolunreers 
said. "There's = = with food and 
obviously some _ medical supplies, 
good people there, - HAITI = and Pastor Frank 
and they've obvi- = . :: shouted, "Thank 
ou4ygotproblom = _ you for coming, 
Port-au-Princeis - _ thank you for 
just a huge city of = !: coming!" as they 
~" - =~~~ 
Keeping the - E toad 
team away £rom § ,_ "Those are the 
the city was a :;:; :: i:oosthonest~ 
strategic move for : = 1 think I've ever 
~ _ heatd,"Cannaday 
it may.baW 8a\ied : said. 
their Uves. The = = "If I got any-
three missionaries =fmttlllllUJIU llllHf llllf fUUfllllllfUlllfl UlllJIUHllUUll IUillllmHnt II JI if where close to 
were enjoyingan tears during thiS 
afternoon on the whale eomtt,itwas 
beachwhc:nd.yfdtthegtQUlld frustrations of this whole Croashead~hadbeen ~~tighrtr1lekswith 
tremble and heud the tus(}" evmt,"T~said.CutOff devattated. Nearly every people$tarulillg ln the 6ack, 
stair ciil clanging. from tdial>Je inf<>rmation. tlld official organization on the almost triumphantly entering 
team decided to Stickto1heir grqund m 1-tllti was ~ the city to help these people; 
FEEUNGTREMQRS originalplantoleawfromthe fro~the damage in Port- T~Wd."lhecw.tlry 
"It just clicked instantly international airp9tt in !>Ort- au-Prince, inclUdirig Haiti'li ha& aniYed. L marines have 
with.me: thiaisanearthquake," au-Prince. They left befure QWil government. News or- atrived.lt was that type of a 
Tilllk.ersley said. He and his sutttise W~~ ~Qnll ha-vc ~y feeling.'" 
team hopped off the beach. ~thattheairpoitWould highligbted the lack 'ofan The cargottotheborder 
and ran fur the W2ter. yell- Still ht ~ooal. ~or .government fo:Z just as the gates wete doS"" 
ing for everyone to get dear · 'BlerlsiogSWlpvethe~ .in the city aftet the ciu~ lllg. Once on the other side 
of the building$. The quake a~ of 1he ~on but T.ukcbley ~ buvas ~ .~~&"took us 
stoppeda~scmndslater as 1hey :bw.rled ~the nbt ~-u I& &it .U,.-d.-ere worth,,. said 
without causing any visjble airport. · · · ."'tMtr ~Mm cte... T~ an ~nee he 
damage. For the next f~ "You~tee 3'>~ ~~~~thOec .~~pens tmly often to 
minutes,~ tean\assumed hou$es, .Pfuba&br ~ $OlilO .  tid thOfeolfidals •AtftericanJ tunnil'lg away 
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end nothibg tnQie. T~ ..ut. "And m~n ~Li rnywifu-.fo?~ ~Wd 1~ ~e~anish, 
'lhm.al.-from&mily ·~·at<*liy~llared: willl~~ b _ t. ~ Ct.nnada,y 
members~ triddinginto bottst• N'-ith "saving 
~B~T: .. qp~. 
~· 
The Bison 
drive to the Santo Domingo 
international airport. 
Crossing the border had 
restored their cell phone service, 
and Tankersley immediately 
called his wife to tell her he 
was all right. His message 
from the hill in Ouanga Bay 
had reached her. They made 
arrangements for a flight out 
of Santo Domingo, and the 
team finally landed in the U.S. 
on Thursday, Jan. 14. 
HAITI AT HEART 
"At the same time, we felt 
like wimps to be leaving," Can-
naday said. "I'm afraid that, if 
the opportunity arises to go 
back shortly, I will go. I feel 
like I should be there." 
' But Tankersley discour-
aged him from going back 
too soon. He said they left 
the first time because they 
did not have the resources or 
the training to help anyone. 
Until the situation in Haiti 
stabilius,hesaid, well-meaning 
. but unprepared missionar-
ies would just be getting in 
the way. 
"There are a lot of people 
streaming to Haiti right now 
that have no business being 
there, "Tankersley said "They're 
just going to be a burden to 
whoever their host is." 
As for what he pla.ns to 
do, Tankersley said he would 
normally use his mini-film 
ministry to raise awareness 
and promote fundraising 
efforts for Haiti. This time, 
though, another otganization 
bCat him to it. · 
